The  symbol  of  the  book  points  the  way  to  repentance :               Repentance  requires  the  same  deep  thought  of  what 
turn  a  new  leaf.  There  upon  a  clean  sheet  lies  the  future ;         might  be,  the  same  resolution  of  "here  shall  I  begin." 
write  what  you  will.   An  artist  who  faces  a  clean  canvas          Only  when  one  sees  in  his  mind's  eye  the  vision  of  what 
finds   himself   in   a   similar   situation.    Where   shall   he         he  will  create  can  he  move  with  sure  steps  into  the  future, 
begin  ?    What  shall  be  the  form  ?  the  color  ?  the  mood  ?         That  vision  is  priceless.  It  comes  to  him  who  thinks  deep- 
the  message?    He  says  to  himself:    "This  shall  be  my         ly  and  wants  to  make  the  next  leaf  better  than  the  last 
masterpiece !"  He  thinks  deeply ;  and,  in  his  imagination,         and  who  by  strong  will  determines  to  translate  imagina- 
he  visualizes  the  shape  of  his  work  until  in  his  mind's         tion  into  reality.    Repentance  begins  with  inner  vision, 
eye  he  can  see  what  no  other  person  can  yet  see — his         To  create  a  new  life,  turn  a  new  leaf  and  write  what 
artistic  creation.   Only  then  can  he  paint  with  sureness         you  see. 

and  artistry.                                                                                                                                           THE  INSTRUCTOR  COMMITTEE, 

Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Chairman. 
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One  Safe  Guide 
for  Humanity 

by  President  David  0.  McKay 


This  is  the  stone  which  was  set  at  nought 
of  you  builders,  which  is  become  the  head  of 
the  corner. 

Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other: 
for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved. 

—Acts  4:11,  12. 


IN  these  sublime  and  impressive  words,  Peter, 
the  chief  Apostle  of  our  Lord,  testified  before 
the  Sanhedrin  and,  through  these  rulers,  to  the 
entire  nation  that  only  in  Jesus  lies  the  hope  of  men. 

This  testimony  was  given  in  the  presence  of 
Annas  and  Caiaphas,  high  priests,  John  and  Alex- 
ander, and  others  who  had  shortly  before  that  had 
Jesus  condemned  to  the  cross.  These  rulers  had 
admitted  the  reality  of  a  great  miracle.  The  im- 
potent man  whom  Peter  had  healed  through  the 
power  of  Christ  was  standing  before  them.  Said 
they,  ".  .  .  that  indeed  a  notable  miracle  hath  been 
done  by  them  is  manifest  to  all  them  that  dwell 
in  Jerusalem;  and  we  cannot  deny  it. 

".  .  .  By  what  power,  or  by  what  name,  have 
ye  done  this?"  they  demanded  of  the  Apostles. 

Boldly  Peter  answered :  "Be  it  known  unto  you 
all,  and  to  all  the  people  of  Israel,  that  by  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  whom  ye  crucified, 
whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,  even  by  him  doth 
this  man  stand  here  before  you  whole."  (Acts  4 : 
16,  7,  10.) 

An  Age  of  Uncertainty 

Today,  as  never  before,  the  purport  of  this 
message  should  be  heeded.  Undoubtedly  we  are 
living  in  one  of  the  most  epoch-making  periods  of 


(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  February  25,  "Peter,  the  Man  Who  Loved 
Jesus";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Reverence";  for  Course  26, 
lesson  of  March  11,  "Unselfishness";  and  of  general  interest.) 


the  world.  It  is  a  time  that  demands  clear  thinking 
and  sound  judgment.  It  is  not  strange  that  the 
majority  of  men  and  women  in  this  nuclear  age 
are  unhappy  because  they  feel  the  foundations 
beneath  them  are  tottering. 

Notwithstanding  all  our  achievements,  social 
unrest  was  never  more  pronounced  than  it  is  today. 
We  are  living  in  an  age  of  shifting  opinions,  of 
swiftly  changing  human  relations.  Man's  wisdom 
is  baffled.  Obviously,  there  never  was  a  greater 
need  for  anchorage  to  fixed  principles  and  never- 
changing  truths.  Men  are  in  need  of  a  safe  pilot 
to  serve  as  a  guide  over  the  troubled  and  turbulent 
waters  through  which  we  are  now  sailing. 

If  we  would  have  a  better  world,  it  is  evident 
that  men  must  change  their  motives.  Hatred  and 
jealousy,  envy,  and  selfishness  must  be  replaced  by 
wholesome,  kindly  thoughts  and  emotions.  Right 
thoughts  and  feelings,  if  persistently  kept  in  the 
forefront,  inevitably  lead  to  right  actions. 

Ideals  are  stimulants  to  progress.  Without  them 
man  would  degenerate,  and  civilization  would 
"cream  and  mantle  like  a  standing  pool."  Through 
hope,  ideals,  and  aspirations,  God  inspires  men  to 
move  upward  and  onward  toward  the  higher  and 
better  life. 

The  world  needs  fundamentals,  eternal  verities 
that  never  change.  It  needs  to  adopt  the  teachings 
of  the  One  into  whose  hands  the  soldiers  drove  the 
iron  spikes,  "the  only  world-conqueror  who  came 
with  clean  hands,"  from  whom  down  through  the 
centuries  have  come  these  assuring  words:  ".  .  . 
I  am  the  light  of  the  world:  he  that  followeth  me 
shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light 
of  life."  (Jo/m  8:12.) 

Reverence  Is  Fundamental 

One  of  the  fundamental  conditions  contributive 
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to  a  person's  right  thinking  and  acting  is  a  rev- 
erence for  God.  A  growing  disbelief  among  the 
masses  of  mankind  in  a  Supreme  Being  is  a  princi- 
pal source  of  crime.  When  God  becomes  the  center 
of  our  being,  we  become  conscious  of  a  new  aim 
in  life.  To  nourish  and  delight  the  body,  as  all 
animals  do,  is  no  longer  a  chief  end  of  mortal 
existence.  Spiritual  attainment,  not  physical  pos- 
sessions, becomes  the  chief  goal  God  is  not  viewed 
from  the  standpoint  of  what  we  may  get  from  Him, 
but  what  we  may  give  to  Him.  Man  serves  God 
best  by  serving  His  children. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world  has 
there  been  such  a  need  as  today  for  spiritual 
awakening.  Not  that  man  is  more  depraved,  not 
that  he  is  less  religious,  but  that  he  has  in  his 
grasp  such  seemingly  unlimited  mechanized  power. 
If  you  put  bombs  into  the  hands  of  an  inexperienced 
child,  he  is  likely  to  blow  himself  to  pieces.  To  a 
degree,  that  is  just  what  we  are  witnessing  today 
in  the  world.  In  the  hands  of  undeveloped,  spirit- 
ually unresponsive  people  has  been  placed  the  power 
of  atomic  bombs  which  threaten  the  extinction  of 
the  race.  Unless  there  is  a  spiritual  awakening, 
civilization  is  doomed. 

A  Key  to   Peace 

'  Selfishness  is  a  principal  cause  of  all  our 
troubles,  and  the  chief  instigator  of  war.  A  true 
sense  of  our  relationship  to  others,  and  even  a  faint 
willingness  to  contribute  to  their  happiness,  will 
help  to  overcome  this  almost  universal  evil  of  sel- 
fishness and  envy. 

Noted  men  and  women  of  the  world  who  have 
lifted  the  world  up  and  pushed  it  forward  to  higher 
ideals  are  those  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice  them- 
selves for  others  and  for  principle. 

The  dominant  motive  in  man  and  in  nations  is 
still  self-preservation,  self-advancement,  self-com- 
fort without  consideration  for  the  welfare  of  oth- 
ers, material  achievements,  accumulation  of  money, 
accentuation  of  power  at  the  subjugation,  even  the 
enslavement,  of  the  individual.  From  the  root  of 
selfishness  spring  all  the  pestilential  vices  that 
disrupt  the  harmony  of  human  relationships.  Envy, 
hatred,  greed,  bigotry,  the  exercising  of  unright- 
eous dominion  in  governing  men  and  crushing 
them,  unrestrained  passion,  ungoverned  appetites, 
drunkenness  and  debauchery  are  debasing  evils  that 
banish  happiness  and  peace  from  the  hearts  of 
men  and  create  disunity  and  strife  in  communities 
and  nations  throughout  the  world.  These  are  ene- 
mies to  be  conquered  in  the  better  and  brighter 
future.  You  may  call  it  a  Utopian  dream,  if  you 
will,  but  selfishness  must  be  subdued  before  man- 
kind can  experience  peace. 

No  peace  nor  freedom  can  come  to  this  world 


so  long  as  men  live  only  for  themselves.  Self-pres- 
ervation is  the  first  law  of  nature,  but  it  is  not  a 
law  of  spiritual  growth.  He  who  lets  selfishness 
and  his  passions  rule  him  binds  his  soul  in  slavery ; 
but  he  who,  in  the  majesty  of  spiritual  strength, 
uses  his  physical  tendencies  and  yearnings  and  his 
possessions  to  serve  purposes  higher  than  personal 
indulgence  and  comfort,  takes  the  first  step  toward 
the  happy  and  useful  life. 

Spirituality   Is  Vital 

Jesus  taught  that  men  and  women  fail  to  live 
truly,  and  they  really  amount  to  nothing  unless 
they  have  spirituality.  The  spiritual  force  underlies 
everything,  and  without  it  nothing  worthwhile  can 
be  accomplished.  Spiritual  needs  can  be  met  only 
by  spiritual  means.  All  governments,  laws,  meth- 
ods, and  organizations  are  of  little  value  unless  men 
and  women  are  filled  with  truth,  righteousness,  and 
mercy.  Material  things  have  no  power  to  raise  the 
sunken  spirit.  The  inventions  of  this  modern  age 
have  produced  great  forces,  but  they  are  all  power- 
less to  change  the  motives  of  men  and  women.  The 
wealth  of  the  world  cannot  heal  a  broken  heart, 
and  the  wisdom  of  all  our  universities  cannot  turn 
into  the  paths  of  righteousness  a  wayward  soul. 
Men  can  be  born  again  only  through  religion. 

Whether  it  is  better  to  walk  along  the  easy 
road  of  selfishness  and  indulgence  than  to  strive 
through  self-mastery  and  service  for  the  realm  of 
spirituality,  each  man  must  decide  for  himself. 

Peter  courageously  declared  what  we  shall 
think,  and  what  ive  shall  declare  —  that  "there  is 
none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

Molders  of  a  better  future  need  the  assurance 
that  Christ  is  the  unfailing  Guide. 

In  the  words  of  John  Oxenham : 

God  grant  us  wisdom  in  these  coming  days  .  .  . 

To  pledge  our  souls  to  nobler,  loftier  life, 
To  win  the  world  to  His  fair  sanctities, 

To  bind  the  nations  in  a  Pact  of  Peace, 

And  free  the  Soul  of  Life  for  finer  loyalties. 

Not  since  Christ  died  upon  His  lonely  cross 
Has  Time  such  prospect  held  of  Life's  new 
birth; 
Not  since  the  world  of  chaos  first  was  born 
Has  man  so  clearly  visaged  hope  of  a  new 
earth. 

Not  of  our  own  might  can  we  hope  to  rise 
Above  the  ruts  and  soilures  of  the  past, 

But,  with  His  help  who  did  the  first  earth  build, 
With  hearts  courageous  we  may  fairer  build 
this  last.1 


1From  the  poem,  "A  New  Earth,"  Masterpieces  of  Religious  Verse, 
edited  by  James  Dalton  Morrison,  1948;  Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York, 
N.  Y.;  page  463. 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


The  Overcoming  of  Fear 


by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


THERE  is  nothing  more  devastating  to  a  per- 
son's accomplishments  and  pleasure  than  fear. 
Examples  may  be:  fear  of  standing  and  speaking 
in  a  meeting;  fear  that  an  atomic  bomb  may  ex- 
plode in  one's  vicinity,  and  fear  of  fallout ;  fear  of 
the  consequences  of  getting  poor  grades  in  school  j1 
fear  of  the  dark ;  and  many  other  types  of  fear. 

Perhaps  I  had  best  begin  with  the  last  of  these 
fears,  fear  of  the  dark.  So  many  children  have  it. 
Once  one  has  it,  it  often  remains  with  him,  as  mine 
did  with  me,  well  into  the  teen  years  or  longer. 

Fear  of  the  dark  may  come  as  a  result  of  a 
myriad  of  early  childhood  experiences.  Overcoming 
such  fears  is  an  important  consideration  here. 

"As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he"  is 
an  aphorism  quoted  by  James  Allen  in  his  book 
As  a  Man  Thinketh,  page  9. 

"The  aphorism  not  only  embraces  the  whole  of 
a  man's  being,  but  is  so  comprehensive  as  to  reach 
out  to  every  condition  and  circumstance  of  life.  A 
man  is  literally  what  he  thinks  —  his  character 
being  the  complete  sum  of  all  his  thoughts." 

How  can  a  person  learn  to  think  wholesome 
thoughts  at  all  times? 

When  I  was  14,  I  accompanied  my  mother  to 
quarterly  conference  in  Provo,  Utah.  George  Q. 
Cannon  gave  the  most  electric  sermon,  applied  to 
me,  to  which  I  have  ever  listened.  It  was  on  the 
control  of  one's  thoughts.  He  gave  several  illustra- 
tions, one  of  which  was  the  following :  he  said  that 
George  Washington,  when  beset  by  the  worries  of 
state  which  would  drive  sleep  from  the  eyes  of  any 
man  who  had  not  mastered  "thought  control," 
learned  to  banish  all  such  thoughts  from  his  mind 
simply  by  thinking  about  the  things  which  gave 
him  the  greatest  pleasure.  Since  a  person  cannot 
think  of  two  things  at  the  same  time,  such  a 
change  of  thought  crowded  out  the  worrisome 
thoughts  by  replacing  them  with  happy  thoughts 
and  memories.  Washington  could  then  have  a  rest- 
ful sleep  and  wake  up  thoroughly  refreshed. 

Mother  nudged  me  to  say,  "I  think  that  is  the 
answer  to  our  prayer  before  we  left  home  this 
morning."  I  determined  to  try  it  out  whenever  I 
was  alone  in  the  dark.  After  a  couple  of  persistent 
years,  I  completely  conquered  fear  of  the  dark  by 
thus  acquiring  the  habit  of  thought  control. 

Now  how  about  Valentry's  article  (see  footnote 
1)  on  "Our  Cheating  Children"?  "Were  grades  so 


lrThis  leads  to  a  consideration  of  a  question  in  an  unsigned  ques- 
tionnaire quoted  by  Duane  Valentry  in  "Our  Cheating  Children"  in 
the  November,  1961,  issue  of  Scouting;  pages  6,  7,  "Do  you  cheat  in 
examinations?" — to  which  the  students  replied  65  per  cent  in  the 
affirmative. 


important  and  fear  of  not  getting  good  ones  so 
great  that  they  were  worth  winning  dishonestly  ?" 
the  students  were  asked.  "I  don't  see  anything 
wrong  with  it,"  said  33  per  cent  of  these  students. 

"  'Overemphasizing  the  importance  of  grades, 
leads  to  making  good  marks  the  dishonest  way,'  say 
these  students.  'Adults  assume  you  know  the  sub- 
ject if  you  get  a  good  mark  and  not  otherwise,' 
so  the  students  made  sure  they'd  get  that  good 
mark,  no  matter  how.  .  . 

"Compared  with  other  headlines,  the  news  that 
children  cheat  in  school  may  seem  unimportant. 
Yet  those  concerned  feel  it  has  direct  bearing  on 
such  a  headline  as  the  one  announcing  that  since 
1950  the  crime  rate  has  increased  four  times  as 
fast  as  the  population.  .  . 

"The  number  of  youths  under  18  arrested  has 
doubled  since  1948.  .  .  This  disturbing  100  per  cent 
increase  in  juvenile  delinquency  gains  even  more 
significance  when  compared  with  a  17  per  cent  rise 
in  adult  arrests. 

".  .  .  Former  President  Eisenhower  emphasized 
the  importance  of  Sunday  Schools  in  guiding  young 
minds  in  right  paths  when  he  said,  'The  nation's 
Sunday  Schools  pass  along  to  children  the  abiding 
values  so  fiercely  challenged  by  the  enemies  of 
freedom. . .' 

"  'If  America  is  to  remain  a  Christian  nation, 
devoted  to  the  fundamental  ideals,'  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
concludes,  '.  .  .  then  more  adults  must  assume  the 
responsibility  of  preparing  young  Americans  for 
virile,  dynamic  Christian  living ;  and  the  best  place 
for  this  responsibility  to  assert  itself  is  in  the 
home.'  " 

Untold  thousands  attest  the  value  of  2 xk -minute 
talks  in  Sunday  School,  which  President  McKay 
instituted  in  1928.  It  is  to  be  deplored  that  most 
of  such  talks  are  read,  which  prevents  the  reader 
from  overcoming  the  fear  of  facing  an  audience 
and  looking  at  the  people  to  whom  he  is  talking. 
For  a  young  person  it  would  take  only  a  few  min- 
utes to  memorize  what  has  been  written,  thus 
enabling  the  speaker  to  get  double  the  value  out  of 
the  exercise,  and  giving  the  audience  greater 
pleasure. 

Class  participation  so  carefully  planned  that 
every  member  will  overcome  the  fear  of  hearing 
his  own  voice  as  he  arises  and  addresses  the  class 
has  great  value,  not  only  in  teaching  that  person 
the  Gospel,  but  in  overcoming  that  reticence  and 
fear  that  many  feel  when  taking  part. 

Earnest  prayer  is  one  of  the  surest  ways  of 
learning  thought  control,  thereby  overcoming  fear. 
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FAITH... To  Him  That  Believeth 


by  Caseel  D.  Burke* 


IT  is  recorded  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  Mark  that 
a  sorrowing  father  pleaded  with  Jesus  to  heal 
his  sick  son  who  lay  writhing  and  foaming  on  the 
ground. 

Jesus  said  unto  him.  If  thou  canst  believe,  all 
things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth. 

And  straightway  the  father  of  the  child  cried 
out,  and  said  with  tears,  Lord,  I  believe;  help  thou 
mine  unbelief.    {Mark  9:23,  24.) 

Then  Jesus  rebuked  the  sickness  and  restored 
the  son  well  to  his  father. 

This  incident  reveals  much  about  man  and  his 
struggle  with  faith,  and  it  forms  the  basis  for  some 
of  the  things  I  believe  about  faith. 

Faith  and  Doubt  Exist  Side  by  Side  within  Us 

Not  long  ago  a  returned  missionary  had  a  con- 
versation with  his  former  mission  president,  a  most 
humble  and  exemplary  man,  just  after  they  both 
had  attended  the  funeral  of  a  mutual  friend.  The 
missionary  remarked  to  his  former  president  that 
he  wished  his  own  faith  were  as  strong  as  that  of 
the  president  so  that  in  times  of  death,  such  as  this, 
he  would  have  no  doubts  about  the  hereafter.  The 
former  president  replied  with  words  to  this  effect  : 
"I  gain  great  comfort  from  my  faith,  but  please 
don't  think  I  am  entirely  free  of  questions." 

It  is  human  to  have  doubts  about  things  we  do 
not  understand.  It  is  also  human  to  want  to  learn 
and  to  believe.  The  words  of  the  grieving  father 
referred  to  above  seem  to  confirm  this. 

On  occasion  we  may  have  heard  people  speak 
of  "perfect  faith."  I  am  sure  there  must  be  those 
today  who  have  faith  as  strong  as  it  is  possible  for 
mortals  to  have.  However,  like  other  kinds  of  per- 
fection, I  feel  that  perfect  faith  is  something  for 
eternity  rather  than  for  this  life.  Perhaps  God 
wisely  has  withheld  perfect  faith  from  us  so  that 
we  always  will  have  this  great  gift  to  keep  working 
for. 


(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Peter's  Fellow  Disciples"; 
for  Course  6,  lesson  of  February  4,  "Faith  Makes  Us  Strong";  for 
Course  18,  lesson  of  February  4,  "Faith";  for  Course  28,  lessons  of 
April  1  and  8,  "Faith";  and  of  general  interest.) 

*Dr.  Burke  is  Chairman  of  Teacher  Education  at  Weber  College, 
Ogden,  Utah.  He  has  taught  high  school  in  McCammon,  Idaho,  and 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  elementary  school  in  Alameda,  California;  and 
has  taught  at  Utah  State  University,  University  of  California,  and 
Miami  University  of  Ohio.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Brigham 
Young  University  teacher  education  team  at  the  University  of  Tehran, 
Iran.  He  received  his  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  Utah  State  Uni- 
versity and  his  Ed.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  California. 
Brother  Burke  has  filled  a  mission  to  Eastern  Canada,  has  served  as 
seventies  quorum  president  and  as  a  member  of  the  East  Cache  Stake 
Sunday  School  superintendency  and  board.  He  is  now  teacher  of 
Course  7  in  the  Forty-first  Ward  of  Mt.  Ogden  Stake.  He  and  his 
wife,  Erma  Hansen  Burke,  have  four  children:  Brian,  Kathleen, 
Barbara  Anne,  and  Carolyn. 


There  Is  Compassion  for  the  Would-be  Believer 

When  Jesus  healed  the  stricken  son,  he  seemed 
to  show  compassion  for  the  person  who  wanted  to 
believe.  However,  neither  compassion  nor  sympathy 
was  wasted  on  those  scribes,  pharisees,  and  others 
who  tried  to  feign  sincerity,  but  actually  were  only 
pretending  in  order  to  gain  personal  advantage  or 
to  appease  their  guilty  consciences. 

In  our  day  there  are  those  who  attempt  to  use 
doubt  as  a  mark  of  distinction.  They  assume  an 
air  of  sophistication  with  self-styled  titles  such  as 
"liberals,"  "modernists,"  "free  thinkers,"  and  "en- 
lightened critics."  Mixed  with  their  "enlighten- 
ment," quite  often  are  poorly  concealed  motives  of 
maliciousness,  vindictiveness,  and  false  pride.  I 
feel  that  God  has  no  sympathy  for  doubters  of  this 
kind. 

Faith  Is  a  Gift  of  God 

Although  Thomas  the  Apostle  is  often  referred 
to  as  a  symbol  of  weak  faith  or  doubt,  I  fail  to 
sense  condemnation  of  Thomas  in  Jesus'  words: 
".  .  .  because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed : 
blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have 
believed."  {John  20:29.)  Rather  this  is  in  part 
a  statement  of  fact,  a  message  for  all  of  us  that 
there  is  a  stronger  and  greater  witness  to  truth 
than  that  provided  by  our  common  human  senses. 

We  tend  to  take  credit  for  all  our  accomplish- 
ments, assuming  that  the  things  we  see  or  hear  or 
do  are  pretty  much  the  result  of  our  own  capabili- 
ties. However,  those  who  believe  but  have  neither 
seen  nor  heard  nor  felt  do  so  because  of  a  gift  of 
God  —  a  gift  promised  by  Jesus  to  those  who 
would  earnestly  strive  to  do  God's  will.  Like  other 
gifts,  however,  we  must  accept  it  and  use  it  if  we 
are  to  benefit  from  it. 

The  scriptures  record  that  Thomas  was  only 
one  of  a  number  of  those  close  to  Jesus  who  doubted 
that  He  had  risen,  before  they  beheld  Him  them- 
selves. Is  it  any  wonder  that  they  doubted?  Up 
to  that  time  no  one  ever  had  risen  from  the  dead. 
Were  we  to  think  on  the  matter  for  a  few  moments, 
we  could  list  several  good  reasons  why  we  today 
have  less  reason  to  doubt  the  resurrection  than  did 
Thomas  and  his  brethren. 

Faith  Can  Be  Strengthened 

Whenever  I  have  heard  a  missionary  report  to 
the  Saints  on  his  return  home,  he  has  stated  that 
his  testimony  —  the  expression  of  his  faith  —  has 
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been  greatly  strengthened  during  his  mission.  This 
has  been  repeated  tens  of  thousands  of  times, 
which  provides  indisputable  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  Jesus'  words  to  the  effect  that  one  can  know 
whether  the  Gospel  is  true  if  he  will  but  live  it. 
(See  John  7:17.) 

It  seems  obvious  that  faith  develops  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  effort  one  puts  into  the  work 
of  God.  Because  missionaries  spend  their  full  time 
living  and  teaching  the  Gospel,  their  faith  grows 
rapidly.  Experience  shows  us  just  as  plainly  that 
one  may  lose  the  faith  he  now  has  by  lapsing  into 
inactivity  in  the  Gospel  or  through  unrighteous 
living. 

The  Strongest  Faith  Rises  from  Struggle  and  Adversity 

It  is  true  that  adversity  sometimes  breaks  the 
spirit  or  will  of  man ;  but  in  those  who  seek  God's 
help  and  win  the  struggle  over  misfortune,  the 
flame  of  faith  burns  much  stronger  than  before. 

Several  people  I  have  known  who  have  had  an 
incurable  sickness  or  have  experienced  prolonged 
suffering,  because  of  their  cheerful  courage,  have 
brought  comfort  and  strength  to  the  well  and 
strong  people  who  have  visited  them.  The  faith  of 
one  who  has  had  to  fight  for  God's  assurance  of  the 
Tightness  of  things  is  real,  is  a  fact,  and  is  usually 
deeper  than  the  faith  of  one  who  has  not  had  to 
fight  in  this  way.  We  may  draw  an  analogy  between 


this  deep  faith  and  the  patriotism  of  one  who  has 
fought  and  suffered  for  his  country. 

After  Jesus  had  gone  and  the  Apostles  were 
guided  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  their  faith  strengthened 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  They  now  had  to  meet  their 
obstacles  head-on  or  give  up  the  fight.  With  their 
own  individual  determination  and  with  the  help 
each  sought  and  received  from  God,  each  was  able 
to  stand  boldly  and  defend  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  before  all  who  would  listen. 

".  .  .  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth,  .  .  ." 
{Hebrews  12:6)  is  a  bit  of  scripture  we  often  hear 
quoted.  I  have  never  thought  this  means  that  one 
who  is  not  chastened  is  not  loved  of  God,  but  life 
does  teach  us  that  many  who  are  chastened  change 
their  misfortunes  into  blessings  by  turning  to  God 
for  help.  Their  struggles  bring  them  the  great  re- 
ward of  love  for  God,  which  must  be  closely  akin 
to  the  love  of  God  for  them. 

One's  Faith  Needs  To  Be  Evaluated 

Since  faith  is  so  much  a  part  of  all  that  our 
Church  stands  for,  it  seems  to  me  that  each  Latter- 
day  Saint  can  well  pause  often  and  ask  himself, 
"What  do  I  believe,  and  what  am  I  willing  to  do 
about  it?"  For  each  of  us,  an  honest  answer  will 
help  us  know  where  we  are  in  our  faith  and  what 
is  the  next  step  to  take.  And  if  we  will  then  add 
an  honest  effort  to  our  willingness,  we  will  be 
moving  in  the  right  direction. 
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OUR     MISSIONARIES 

ARE    ATTEMPTING    TO 

BRING     ABOUT    A    CHANGE 

IN    PEOPLE'S  LIVES 

WHICH    WILL    HELP    THESE 

PEOPLE    TO    EXPERIENCE 

AN     INNER    PEACE. 


TO  THOSE  WHO  LIVE  THE 


One  warm  August  evening  as  I  was  presenting 
the  missionary  lecture  on  Temple  Square  to  tour- 
ists from  throughout  the  world,  I  noticed  a  family 
of  five  seated  on  the  second  row  who  appeared  to  be 
particularly  interested.  When  the  meeting  was  over, 
they  came  forword  and  told  me  that  they  had  ar- 
rived from  California  at  4  o'clock  that  afternoon 
and  had  immediately  set  out  to  locate  me. 

"But  why  me?"  I  inquired. 

"Because  last  summer  while  moving  to  Califor- 
nia, we  stopped  to  visit  Temple  Square;  and  you 
were  our  guide.  After  we  left  Salt  Lake,  we  dis- 
cussed what  you  had  told  us.  We  decided  to  call 
your  missionaries  to  learn  more  as  soon  as  we  were 
settled.  The  missionaries  taught  us  the  Gospel," 
the  Mother  said. 

Just  then  their  little  8-year-old  girl  exclaimed 
with  a  shout,  "And  now  we're  Mormons !"  The 
children  as  well  as  the  parents  were  thrilled  with 
what  they  had  found. 

Next  day  as  our  family  came  down  the  trail 
from  Timpanogos  Cave,  we  were  surprised  to  meet 
this  same  family,  the  Miners,  coming  up  the  trail. 
We  were  pleased  when  they  accepted  our  invitation 
to  Sunday  dinner  the  next  day. 

The  following  afternoon  we  spent  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  occasions  of  our  lives  visiting  with 
this  family  that  radiated  harmony,  love,  and  happi- 
ness. The  Miners  were  on  their  way  back  to 
Chicago  to  bring  the  wonderful  message  of  the 
Gospel  to  their  parents  in  hopes  that  the  changes 
the  Gospel  had  brought  into  their  lives  might  be 
shared  with  those  they  loved. 

Last  December  while  in  the  midwest,  we  at- 
tended a  chapel  in  Milwaukee  to  listen  to  the  Chica- 


(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  March  25,  "Balance";  for  Course  4  teach- 
ers, lesson  of  March  11,  "Family  Finds  Joy  in  Gospel  Understanding"; 
for  Course  6,  lesson  of  February  11,  "Repentance  Makes  Us  Better"; 
for  Course  20,  lesson  of  January  14,  "Live  Together  in  Love,"  and 
lesson  of  March  4,  "The  Privilege  of  Improvement";  and  for  Course 
25,  lessons  of  February  4-25,  "Human  Nature  Can  Be  Improved.") 

*  Brother  Derrick,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Sunday  School  Gen- 
eral Board,  is  president  and  general  manager  of  Western  Steel  Com- 
pany in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  is  second  counselor  in  the  Monument 
Park  Stake  presidency. 
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GOSPEL  IS  GIVEN  THE  GIFT  OF  INNER  PEACE 


go  Stake  Relief  Society  Singing-  Mothers.  To  our 
pleasant  surprise,  we  recognized  Sister  Miner  in 
the  chorus.  The  occasion  was  like  a  reunion  of  old 
friends.  John  Miner  is  now  the  bishop  of  their 
ward,  the  children  are  growing  and  doing  well, 
and  Sister  Miner  radiates  a  spirit  that  has  won  for 
her  innumerable  friends  who  hold  her  and  her 
family  in  high  esteem.  Joy,  unity,  satisfaction,  and 
an  inner  peace  have  come  to  this  deserving  family. 
They  have,  undoubtedly,  always  lived  a  good  life; 
but  the  Gospel  has  brought  them  a  better  way  of 
life. 

Examples  of  changes  that  come  into  the  lives 
of  those  who  accept  the  Gospel  are  manifold.  Lives 
change  from  discontentment  to  contentment, 
from  discouragement  to  enthusiasm,  from  hatred 
to  love,  from  darkness  to  enlightenment,  from  sad- 
ness to  happiness,  from  sorrow  to  joy,  and  from 
bitterness  to  sweetness.  The  Gospel  in  the  hearts 
of  the  family  changes  the  atmosphere  of  the  home 
from  selfishness  to  selflessness,  from  infidelity  to 
faithfulness,  from  bickering  to  unity,  from  unrest 
to  peace,  and  from  a  boardinghouse  to  a  family 
palace. 

Those  who  are  well  acquainted  with  faithful 
Church  members  can  testify  that  balance  exists 
in  the  lives  of  members  who  conform  to  Gospel 
standards,  that  these  virtues  are  found  in  LDS 
homes  more  generally  than  they  are  found  in  the 
lives  and  homes  of  others.  Perhaps  this  would  be 
difficult  for  a  non-Mormon  to  believe  or  appreciate, 
but  this  is  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  Jesus,  who  said, 
".  .  .  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them."  (Matthew 
7:20.) 

Not  everyone  who  gains  membership  in  the 
Church  receives  these  rewards.  If  this  were  true, 
everyone  in  the  Church  would  be  an  example  of 
virtue  and  goodness.  But,  unfortunately,  this  is  not 
true.  Purity  of  heart  comes  only  from  living  a 
life  conforming  to  the  principles  taught  by  our 
Saviour.  Purity  of  heart  brings  the  ideal  life  filled 
with  joy,  happiness,  and  satisfaction. 


One  of  the  happiest  families  of  my  acquaintance 
is  one  whose  father  is  a  stake  president.  Their 
home  life  has  not  always  been  as  it  is  today. 

In  the  father's  youth,  he  turned  from  the  teach- 
ings of  his  parents  and  his  LDS  Church  leaders. 
The  habits  he  developed  were  ones  he  later  found 
difficult  to  break.  For  many  years  he  tried  to  be- 
come active  and  conform  his  life  to  Church  stand- 
ards, but  was  unsuccessful.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  family  was  probably  as  happy  as  the 
average  one. 

His  employment  took  the  family  from  one  town 
to  another  over  the  country.  Each  move  presented 
another  opportunity  to  start  anew  and  return  to 
that  which  he  knew  to  be  right. 

In  each  case  he  failed  until  one  day  the  district 
president  called  on  him  and  presented  a  challenge. 
A  branch  president  in  the  district  needed  a  coun- 
selor. If  he  would  promise  from  that  moment 
forward  to  forsake  his  present  way  of  life  and 
adhere  to  Church  standards,  he  would  be  called. 

It  worked. 

From  that  moment  forward  he  began  to  grow. 

If  you  knew  the  life  of  this  man  as  I  do,  you 
would  know  the  effect  the  Gospel  can  have  on  the 
lives  of  people.  Today  his  home  is  a  place  of  spirit- 
ual sanctity.  Each  of  his  children  is  an  outstanding 
example  to  his  Church  and  community.  There  is 
a  spirit  of  love  and  harmony  in  the  home  that 
transcends  description.  The  calm  peace  that  radi- 
ates from  him  and  his  family  is  a  revelation  of  the 
blessings  that  accompany  adherence  to  Gospel 
principles. 

What  has  come  into  the  lives  of  these  families? 
It  is  inner  peace.  "Draw  near  unto  me,"  said  the 
Lord,  "and  I  will  draw  near  unto  you."  As  we 
draw  nearer  to  Him,  a  peace  grows  from  within 
that  brings  life  at  its  best.  This  is  the  Gospel  at 
work ;  changing  the  lives  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren for  good ;  making  evil  men  good  and  making 
good  men  better. 
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Prepare  Your  CliildL  for  Baptism 


Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be  bap- 
tized every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  —Acts  2:38. 

EVERY  child  of  staunch  Latter-day  Saint  par- 
ents, as  he  approaches  8  years  of  age,  looks 
forward  to  being  baptized  by  immersion  as  the 
Saviour  was.  On  the  fast  day  following  his  bap- 
tism, he  is  to  be  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands  by  those  holding  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood,  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  be- 
stowed upon  him.  This  is  the  most  important 
experience  thus  far  in  the  child's  life. 

Eight  years  is  the  age  of  accountability.  At  this 
age  the  normal  child  who  has  been  properly  trained 
is  able  to  discern  right  from  wrong.  With  this 
discernment  comes  the  ability  to  control  and  give 
some  direction  to  personal  habits  and  inclinations. 

The   Bishop's  Interview 

Before  a  child  is  baptized,  he  is  interviewed  by 
the  bishop  of  his  ward.  This  is  a  very  valuable 
interview.  The  bishop  is  interested  in  the  spiritual 
well-being  of  every  member  of  the  ward.  Like  the 
Saviour,  the  bishop  is  especially  interested  in  little 
children. 

It  is  the  bishop's  duty  to  discover  how  well  the 
child  understands  the  principle  and  the  ordinance 
of  baptism. 

Bishop  Emmett  Brown  of  the  Eighth  Ward, 
Monument  Park  West  Stake,  Salt  Lake  City,  feels 
that  a  bishop  can  have  a  great  effect  and  influence 
in  the  lives  of  these  young  people  if  he  is  able  to 
communicate  a  feeling  of  trust  and  closeness  be- 
tween him  and  the  child  he  interviews.  Bishop 
Brown  is  anxious  about  whether  the  child  under- 
stands the  seriousness  of  the  baptismal  ordinance 
and  the  responsibility  that  accompanies  the  ful- 
filling of  this  commandment.  He  feels  that  a  bishop 
must  illustrate  the  point  in  some  way  so  that  as 
far  as  possible,  the  mind  of  the  child  can  grasp 
the  meaning  and  implication  of  baptism. 

As  Bishop  Brown  interviews  this  age  group,  he 
finds  that  they  do  not  usually  understand  the  true 
significance  of  the  immersion  at  baptism,  nor  of 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  However,  at  this  age 
they  do  understand  the  word  promise.  When  they 
go  into  the  waters  of  baptism,  the  bishop  explains, 
they  promise  their  Heavenly  Father  to  be  good,  to 
obey  their  parents,  and  to  keep  God's  command- 
ments.  In  turn,  they  are  given  a  promise  by  their 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  March  11,  "The  Family  Finds  Joy  in 
Gospel  Understanding";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  January  21,  "Baptism 
—a  Good  Start";  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  March  18,  "Preparing  the 
Way  of  the  Lord";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  February  18,  "The  Baptism 
of  Jesus";  and  for  home  use.) 


Heavenly  Father  that  if  they  pray  to  Him,  He  will 
help  them  and  give  them  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
to  direct  and  guide  them. 

Sometimes  in  his  interview  Bishop  Brown  will 
ask,  "What  is  more  precious  to  you  than  even  a 
million  dollars? 

"A  million  dollars,"  states  Bishop  Brown,  "can 
buy  many,  many  things ;  but  what  is  more  precious 
than  all  the  things  money  can  buy?  It  is  true 
happiness.  Happiness  is  far  more  valuable  than 
money.  Happiness  means  peace  of  mind  and  joy 
unlimited.  To  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  offers  a  way  of  life 
that  can  bring  great  happiness  and  the  understand- 
ing of  new  truths  about  the  world  you  live  in  and 
what  God  has  in  store  for  you.  Baptism  is  an  early 
step  in  God's  great  plan  of  life  and  salvation.  He 
has  told  us  that  we  must  be  baptized  to  become 
members  of  His  Church.  As  we  grow  older,  there 
are  other  things  we  must  do  for  our  own  benefit 
to  be  a  part  of  this  plan." 

In  the  interview,  Bishop  Brown  feels  that  there 
must  be  a  focal  point  the  child  will  remember.  He 
hopes  it  will  be  the  spirit  of  love  which  he,  as  a 
bishop,  is  able  to  transfer  to  the  child.  He  wants 
the  child  to  know  that  he  is  interested  in  him.  He 
cautions  the  child  to  be  strong  and  selective  in  his 
choice  of  worthy  friends.  Friends  can  either  be  a 
good  or  bad  influence  in  a  child's  life.  Bishop 
Brown  explains  that  after  baptism,  the  child  must 
keep  his  body  clean  and  pure  and  attend  Sunday 
School  regularly  to  learn  about  the  Gospel  and  how 
the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  of  assistance  to  him. 

The  bishop  in  this  interview  may  be  a  symbol 
of  righteousness  and  trustworthiness  to  the  extent 
that  the  child  will  respond ;  and  a  feeling  of  secur- 
ity, respect  and  trust  should  fill  the  child  because 
of  this  friendship  shared  with  the  bishop. 

Life  might  be  likened  to  an  airplane  trip.  Many 
preparations  go  into  the  flight.  The  plane  must  be 
serviced  and  every  part  of  the  mechanism  must  be 
in  perfect  condition  in  order  to  function  correctly, 
if  the  plane  is  to  arrive  at  its  destination  safely. 
The  flight  of  the  plane  must  follow  a  certain  pre- 
charted  course,  being  assisted  by  a  beam,  or  mag- 
netic flash,  or  radio  wave,  so  that  the  plane  will 
not  go  off  its  course  and  crash  into  a  mountainside 
or  collide  in  mid-air  with  another  plane. 

The  plane  may  never  arrive  at  its  destination 
unless  all  these  laws  are'  complied  with.  Similarly, 
in  life  one  must  prepare  and  learn  that  there  are 
many  dangerous  detours  and  unsafe  ways  of  con- 
duct that  lead  to  unhappiness  and  sorrow.  Obedi- 
ence to  parents  and  obedience  to  God's  laws  and 
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the  principles  of  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  Christ 
might  be  likened  to  the  beam  that  guides  the  plane. 
The  pilot  must  keep  on  this  beam  to  reach  a  safe 
landing.  Our  obedience  to  God's  laws  guides  us  to 
a  happy  and  successful  life,  safe  from  the  sorrow- 
ful effects  of  sin  and  wrongdoing. 

Questions  for   Candidates  for   Baptism 

Bishop  J.  D.  Williams  of  the  Sixth  Ward,  Mon- 
ument Park  West  Stake,  asks  a  series  of  questions 


Answer:  Because  we  are  then  old  enough  to 
know  right  from  wrong. 

Question  :  Will  baptism  take  care  of  mistakes 

in  the  future? 
Answer:  If  we  say  we  are  sorry  and  try  not 

to  make  the  mistake  again. 

Question:  Does  baptism  have  anything  to  do 
with  Jesus  being  laid  in  the  tomb  ? 


"Why  do  you  want  to  be  baptized?"  Bishop  Williams  asks 
Douglas  Pehrson   as  he   interviews    Douglas  for   baptism. 


"I  want  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church,"  Douglas  answers. 
His  parents  have   taught  him  the  importance  of  baptism. 


in  his  interview  with  a  child  in  preparation  for 
baptism.  Through  these  questions  he  hopes  to  dis- 
close what  the  child  has  learned  about  baptism 
from  the  teachings  of  his  parents  and  his  Sunday 
School  and  Primary  lessons.  Lesson  30  in  the  Sun- 
day School  manual  for  Course  4,  Living  Our  Reli- 
gion, (for  the  6- and  7-year-olds)  discusses  baptism. 
It  explains  why  baptism  is  necessary  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

How  much  does  the  child  absorb  or  retain  of 
what  has  been  taught  him  by  parents  or  Sunday 
School  and  Primary  teachers  relative  to  baptism? 

Bishop  Williams  asks  such  questions  as  these, 
and  he  has  received  these  answers: 

Question:  Why  do  you  want  to  be  baptized? 
Answer  :  I  want  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church. 

• 

Question:  Why  is  baptism  so  important? 

Answer:  Heavenly  Father  says  we  can't  get 
into  heaven  without  it.  Jesus  was  baptized 
and  said  we  must  also  be  baptized. 

* 

Question:  Why  do  we  wait  until  we  are  8 
years  of  age? 


Answer:  Yes.  We  are  laid  in  the  water  and 
come  up  out  of  the  water,  which  tells  us 
we  will  live  again. 

Bishop  Williams  feels  that  there  are  only  a 
comparatively  few  8-year-olds  who  understand  well 
the  ordinance  of  baptism,  or  who  the  Holy  Ghost 
is  and  what  His  mission  is. 

What  a  fine  start  the  child  will  have  in  life  if, 
in  the  years  before  he  reaches  8  years  of  age,  the 
parents  will  sit  down  together  with  him  from  time 
to  time  and  discuss  the  plan  of  life  and  salvation 
and  the  relationship  of  baptism  to  that  plan !  Per- 
haps if  parents  took  time  to  have  this  rich  ex- 
perience with  their  child,  the  Sunday  School  lesson 
on  baptism  would  be  more  meaningful  and  would 
be  retained  by  him  and  become  a  part  of  his  Gospel 
knowledge,  and  he  would  be  ready  for  the  bishop's 
interview  and  the  sacred  ordinance  of  baptism  by 
immersion.  Furthermore,  they  would  be  observing 
the  Lord's  strict  commandment  which  says  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  child's  being  instructed  in  this 
matter  rests  squarely  on  the  shoulders  of  his  par- 
ents. (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  68:25-27.) 

— Minnie  E.  Anderson. 


JANUARY    1962 


THE  ATONEMENT 

THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

by  Virgil  B.  Smith 


DO  you  like  the  beauty  of  nature?  Do  you  like 
the  One  who  created  that  beauty?  Do  you 
appreciate  your  friends?  What  about  Christ — the 
greatest  Friend  of  all? 

How  much  do  we  appreciate  the  most  costly 
gift  He  gave  us?  Without  it  there  would  be  no 
resurrection  and  no  forgiveness  of  sins.  The  death 
of  our  bodies  would  be  permanent,  and  the  torment 
for  our  sins  would  be  miserable.  His  superhuman 
sacrifice,  or  Atonement,  is  the  center  of  the  whole 
Gospel  plan.   It  is  the  reason  He  can  forgive  us. 

The  weekly  sacrament  prayers  remind  us  that 
we  need  to  keep  the  Atonement  in  mind  always. 

Who  was  Jesus,  besides  being  a  Son  of  the 
Highest?  God,  the  Eternal  Father  of  our  spirits, 
".  .  .  organized  and  formed  the  heavens  and  the 
earth"  (Abraham  4:1)  through  Christ,  His  First- 
born Son — also  called  Jehovah. 

We  came  to  earth  to  live  by  faith  in  bodies  of 
flesh  and  blood,  and  test  our  self-control  in  the 
conflicts  between  wisdom  and  carelessness,  between 
real  joy  and  vain  pleasures. 

Jehovah  was  also  known  as  "God"  in  Old  Testa- 
ment times.  He  showed  Himself  to  the  brother  of 
Jared,  to  Moses,  and  to  others.  This  Divine  Spirit 
became  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  in  the  flesh 
when  He  was  born  of  Mary. 

He  lived  a  perfect  life,  in  spite  of  the  greatest 
trials  and  temptations  ever  known.  His  mortal  life 
and  death  were  necessary  so  we  might  all  be  resur- 
rected— and  so  we  might  also  live  eternally  with 
Him  and  our  Father  if  we  follow  their  instructions. 

As  the  hour  of  His  betrayal  approached,  Jesus 
prayed  in  agony,  "Saying,  Father,  if  thou  be  will- 
ing, remove  this  cup  from  me :  nevertheless  not  my 
will,  but  thine,  be  done."  Luke  22:42.) 

Jesus  was  taken  prisoner,  and  the  chief  priests 
of  the  Jews  accused  Him  of  blasphemy  because  He 
said  He  was  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  King  Herod 
questioned  Him  ".  . .  in  many  words;  but  he  [Jesus] 
answered  him  nothing."  (Luke  23:9.)  The  Roman 
governor  Pilate  told  the  people  that  neither  he  nor 
the  Jewish  king  had  found  any  fault  in  Jesus 
worthy  of  death,  "And  they  cried  out  .  .  .  Crucify 
him."  (Mark  15:13.)  Pilate  ".  .  .  washed  his  hands 
before  the  multitude,  saying,  I  am  innocent  of  the 


(For  Course  28,  lessons  of  March  11  and  18,  "The  Atonement"; 
for  Course  18,  lesson  of  January  28,  "Resolution";  for  Course  20, 
lesson  of  February  11,  "The  Purpose  of  Death";  for  Course  26,  lesson 
of  March  11,  "Unselfishness";  and  for  all  Easter  lessons.) 


blood  of  this  just  person:  see  ye  to  it.  Then  an- 
swered all  the  people,  and  said,  His  blood  be  on  us, 
and  on  our  children."  (Matthew  27:24,  25.) 

"And  after  .  .  .  they  had  mocked  him,  they  took 
the  robe  off  .  .  .  and  put  his  own  raiment  [clothing] 
on  him,  and  led  him  away  to  crucify  him."  (Mat- 
thew 27 :31.)  This  was  the  most  outrageous  wrong 
imaginable  » —  the  Holy  One,  the  Creator  of  the 
world,  being  mocked,  spit  upon,  and  condemned  to 
death  in  an  illegal  trial  for  doing  good  and  telling 
the  truth. 

Following  Him  was  "...  a  great  company  of 
people,  and  of  women,  which  .  .  .  bewailed  and 
lamented  him.  But  Jesus  turning  unto  them  said, 
Daughters  of  Jerusalem,  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep 
for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children."  (Luke  23 : 
27,28.) 

They  brought  Him  to  Golgotha  and  nailed  Him 
to  the  cross  at  the  third  hour.  Between  two  thieves, 
the  Romans  raised  Him  up.  (Mark  15:22,  25,  27.) 
"Then  said  Jesus,  Father,  forgive  them;  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do.  .  ."  (Luke  23  :34.) 

"And  they  that  passed  by  reviled  him,  .  .  .  say- 
ing, ...  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  come  down 
from  the  cross."  (Matthew  27:39,  40.) 

"And  when  the  sixth  hour  was  come,  there  was 
darkness  over  the  whole  land  until  the  ninth  hour." 
(Mark  15:33.)  During  this  time,  among  the  Ne- 
phrites on  the  American  continent,  there  was  ".  .  . 
a  great  storm,  such  ...  as  never  had  been  known 
.  .  .  And  there  were  exceeding  sharp  lightnings,  .  .  . 
And  the  city  of  Zarahemla  .  .  ."  burned.  "And  the 
city  of  Moroni  .  .  .  [sankl  into  the  depths  of  the 
sea,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  were  drowned. 
And  the  earth  was  carried  up  upon  the  city  of 
Moronihah  that  in  the  place  of  the  city  there  be- 
came a  great  mountain.  And  .  .  .  the  whole  face 
of  the  land  was  changed,  .  .  ."   (3  Nephi  8:5-12.) 

And  on  Calvary,  at  about  the  ninth  hour,  Jesus 
said,  "...  I  thirst  .  .  .  and  they  filled  a  spunge 
with  vinegar,  and  put  it  ...  to  his  mouth.  When 
Jesus  .  .  .  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said,  It  is 
finished:  .  .  ."  (John  19:28-30.)  "And  when  Jesus 
had  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  he  said,  Father,  into 
thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit :  and  ...  he  gave 
up  the  ghost."  (Luke  23:46.) 

"And  after  this  Joseph  of  Arimathsea,  being  a 
disciple  of  Jesus,  but  secretly  for  fear  of  the  Jews, 
besought  Pilate  that  he  might  take  away  the  body 
of  Jesus :  and  Pilate  gave  him  leave  .  .  .  And  there 
came  also  Nicodemus,  .  .  ."  They  took  ".  .  .  the 
body  of  Jesus,  and  wound  it  in  linen  clothes  with 
the  spices,  .  .  .  Now  in  the  place  where  he  was 
crucified  there  was  a  garden ;  and  in  the  garden  a 

(Concluded  on  page  13.) 
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THE  big,  wide  world,  which  is  getting  ever 
smaller  because  of  modern  means  of  com- 
munication and  transportation,  demands  discipline. 
Each  one  of  us  needs  to  know  how  to  live  and 
work  with  neighbors.  Each  one  must  learn  rules 
for  acceptable  conduct.  Each  one  must  be  skilled 
in  being  able  to  think  through  each  situation  which 
presents  itself  and  in  deciding  the  best  way  to 
meet  it. 

Self-discipline  is  control  from  within.  This 
form  of  control  seems  to  be  the  best  means  of  build- 
ing the  type  of  behavior  which  will  contribute  the 
most  to  the  individual  and  to  the  group  of  which 
he  is  a  member.  Under  self-discipline,  emphasis  is 
placed  upon  the  child  and  the  development  of  his 
own  personality.  Self-discipline  develops  as  the 
child  is  able  to  find  a  happy  balance  between  the 
things  prompted  by  his  inner  drives  and  the  outer- 
pressures  or  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  others. 
Self-discipline  develops  in  an  orderly  environ- 
ment which  both  stimulates  the  child  and  meets 
his  needs  in  a  wholesome,  constructive  way.  Wise, 
understanding  adults,  materials  for  creative  ex- 
pression and  emotional  release,  and  opportunities 
for  participation  and  sharing  with  members  of 
groups  are  important  parts  of  this  environment. 

Wise  adults  (parents  or  teachers)  wield  a  great 
influence  over  the  arrangement  of  the  factors  which 
aid  in  the  development  of  self -discipline.  They  are 
responsible  for  the  physical  environment  of  the 
home  or  the  Church  classroom.  They  must  be 
aware  of  the  comfort,  safety,  and  well-being  of 
children  in  their  care.  They  must  also  be  aware  of 
the  social-personal  relationships  which  accompany 
and  direct  the  learning  experiences.  They  should 
do  things  to  strengthen  children's  desires  to  con- 
trol their  own  behavior  from  within,  thereby  help- 
ing them  to  become  cooperative,  well-adjusted  citi- 
zens. These  adults  might  do  well  to  recognize  and 
practice  the  following  "Be's"  in  helping  children 
develop  in  the  direction  of  self-discipline: 


1. 

Be  prompt 

6. 

Be  firm 

2. 

Be  prepared 

7. 

Be  poised 

3. 

Be  fair 

8. 

Be  patient 

4. 

Be  consistent 

9. 

Be  friendly 

5. 

Be  flexible 

10. 

Be  happy 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Strong— through  Self-control"; 
and  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Courtesy,"  and  lesson  of 
March  18,  "Good  Temper.") 


Self-discipline  helps 

one  to  be  a,  better 
"Brother's  Keeper" 

The  "positive"  approach  apparent  in  these  sug- 
gestions should  bring  about  greater  results  in  terms 
of  well-adjusted  personalities.  A  positive  sugges- 
tion commands  the  respect  of  all,  bringing  pleasant, 
calm  feelings  of  security. 

Materials  for  creative  expression  and  for  pro- 
viding release  for  bad  feelings  should  be  a  part  of 
the  environment  in  which  self-discipline  may  be 
fostered.  Art  materials  such  as  paints  or  clay  help 
children  to  "paint  out"  their  hard  feelings,  or 
squeeze  or  pinch  the  clay  or  dough  when  tensions 
are  near  the  explosion  point.  Teachers  and  parents 
need  to  accept  the  feelings  and  the  child,  remember- 
ing to  always  love  the  child  even  though  his  be- 
havior cannot  be  approved.  "I  love  you,  but  I  don't 
like  what  you  are  doing,"  helps  to  set  limits  with- 
out rejection  of  the  child. 

Experience  in  group  planning  and  living  helps 
to  foster  self-discipline.  Young  people  must  have 
practice  in  facing  problems,  making  decisions,  and 
assuming  responsibilities  for  these  decisions.  A 
child  should  not  be  expected  to  respond  automati- 
cally to  commands  and  rules  made  by  the  teacher. 
An  understanding  teacher  will  let  him  have  a  part 
in  making  the  rules,  knowing  that  he  will  be  much 
more  eager  to  obey  them  because  he  then  realizes 
their  purpose  and  need. 

A  wise,  understanding  adult  will  plan  interest- 
ing, challenging  group  activities.  He  will  plan  with 
the  young  people  in  an  attempt  to  keep  them  busily 
engaged  in  worthwhile  activity. 

Personal  example  is  of  tremendous  importance 
in  helping  young  people  develop  their  own  powers 
of  self-discipline.  A  child  learns  to  be  considerate 
if  his  teacher  treats  others  with  consideration.  He 
learns  to  value  kindness  if  his  teacher  displays 
kindly  feelings  toward  others.  He  learns  to  be  free 
from  fear  if  his  teacher  guards  her  own  mental 
health  and  does  not  display  frustrating  tendencies. 
He  learns  to  exercise  self-control  if  his  teacher 
sets  the  correct  example. 

— Hazel  F.  Young. 
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TEACHER   IMPROVEMENT  LESSON, 
MONTHLY   PREPARATION    MEETING, 

MARCH,    1962 


There  is  no  royal  road  to  any  learning,  no 
matter  where  you  are  or  who  you  are.  There  is  no 
royal  road  to  anything  that  is  worthwhile.  Nothing 
that  is  deserving  of  earning  or  of  cherishing  comes 
except  through  hard  work.  I  care  not  how  much 
of  a  genius  you  may  be,  the  rule  still  holds. 

— President  J.  Reuben  Clark,  Jr. 


FOR  a  teacher,  there  is  no  royal  road  to  being 
prepared.  Preparation  is  attained  only 
through  hard  work,  no  matter  who  the  teacher  is 
or  how  much  of  a  genius  he  might  be.  There  is  no 
substitute  for  the  hours  expended  in  preparing 
lessons,  regardless  of  how  much  one  may  know 
about  the  subject  to  be  taught. 

It  is  important  to  know  the  subject  matter  well. 
A  teacher  may  need  to  spend  several  hours  during 
the  week  acquiring  the  subject  matter  background 
as  part  of  the  process  of  preparing  a  Sunday  School 
lesson. 

It  is  also  important  to  know  how  to  present  the 
subject  matter  so  that  those  who  are  being  taught 
understand  it  clearly  and,  in  the  case  of  Sunday 
School  teaching,  appreciate  it  with  conviction.  The 
latter  is  urgent  in  Gospel  teaching;  for  without 
understanding  and  conviction,  the  cause  is  lost! 

Teachers  have  asked,  "How  much  time  should 
one  spend  preparing  a  Sunday  School  lesson?" 

An  answer  might  be,  "As  long  as  it  takes,"  with 
no  intent  of  being  facetious,  meaning  that  one 
should  spend  whatever  time  is  necessary  to  become 
well  prepared. 

Inquiry  over  the  past  years  has  indicated  that 
the  time  spent  preparing  lessons  may  go  as  high 
as  an  occasional  20  hours  a  week  for  teachers  who 
are  habitually  well-prepared.  These  same  teachers 
— teachers  who  are  acclaimed  excellent  teachers  by 
those  whom  they  teach — seem  to  average  about  five 
hours  a  week. 

Many  teachers  say,  "But  I  do  not  have  five  to 
20  hours  a  week  for  preparing  a  lesson" ;  or,  "I  am 
lucky  if  I  can  get  to  read  my  lesson  over  once  or 
twice  before  Sunday  morning." 

Habitually  good  teachers  have  said  the  follow- 
ing in  response: 

"I  consider  my  Sunday  School  class  as  one  of 
my  most  interesting  hobbies.  I  find  it  high  adven- 
ture to  teach  a  class  for  which  I  have  given  careful 
preparation.    The  response  to  good  preparation  is 


WANTPl) 


PREPARED 
TEACHER 


REWARD 


This  is  offered  to  anyone  tak- 
ing the  time  to  become  a  well- 
prepared  Gospel  teacher  who  can  then  know  the  real 
satisfactions  which  come  from  successful  teaching. 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Preparation  for  Teaching"; 
and  for  all  Gospel  teachers.) 


terrific  and  extremely  satisfying.  The  satisfaction 
derived  from  the  experience  more  than  pays  for 
the  time  and  effort  given." 

"I  believe  that  every  Latter-day  Saint  should 
spend  at  least  30  minutes  a  day  studying  the  Gospel. 
My  30  minutes  go  into  preparing  my  lessons;  for 
I  find  that  through  preparing  for  teaching,  I  learn 
far  more  than  anyone  in  my  class.  The  best  way 
to  learn  something  is  to  get  into  a  situation  where 
you  have  to  teach  it." 

"We  find  time  to  do  the  things  we  really  want 
to  do.  If  we  can't  find  time  to  prepare  our  lessons 
properly,  it  may  be  that  there  are  other  things  we 
would  rather  do.  Some  of  us  might  become  much 
better  teachers  through  better  preparation  by  fore- 
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going  each  day  one-half  hour  of  less  important 
things  and  using  the  time  to  prepare  our  lessons. 
If  we  could  become  really  interested  and  maybe  a 
little  excited  over  trying  to  do  a  good  job  of  teach- 
ing for  the  members  of  our  class  and  could  become 
interested  in  their  welfare  to  this  extent,  we  would 
not  worry  about  finding  time  to  prepare  our  lessons. 
We  would  find  it." 

In  preparing  a  lesson,  a  teacher  asks  himself, 
"What  are  the  important  ideas  I  need  to  clinch?" 
And,  having  decided  this,  the  next  question  is, 
"How  am  I  going  to  clinch  them?" 

How  the  latter  can  be  done  so  that  each  member 
of  the  class  will  clearly  see  and  understand  and 
appreciate  the  important  ideas  to  be  taught  in  the 
lesson  is  the  real  challenge  of  the  teacher. 

To  answer  the  first  question,  the  teacher  studies 
the  manual  and  does  other  reading  as  necessary. 
Early  in  the  preparation  he  lists  all  the  main  ideas 
he  would  like  to  establish  clearly  for  his  class.  These 
usually  are  closely  related  to  the  objective  for  the 
lesson.  Having  done  this,  ideas  may  then  come 
from  many  sources  to  fill  out  and  enrich  the  over- 
all plan.  These  ideas  may  appear  as  fleeting  or 
passing  thoughts  during  the  day  or  night,  or  they 
may  come  from  newspaper  reading,  conversations, 
etc. ;  and,  as  detail  accumulates,  the  teacher  finds 
himself  looking  forward  to  his  coming  lesson  with 
more  and  more  enthusiasm. 

The  real  challenge  comes  to  the  teacher  in  lay- 
ing out  detailed  plans  and  preparation  in  answering 
the  latter  question  asked  above.  The  conveying  of 
ideas  from  one  person  to  another  is  an  art.  It  is 
also  a  science.  For  the  learner  to  receive  and  un- 
derstand these  ideas  with  enthusiasm  and  convic- 
tion is  the  real  goal  of  the  teacher.  He  studies  his 
age  group;  he  becomes  acquainted  with  the  class 
members  personally ;  he  involves  them  in  activities 
which  enhance  the  learning  process;  he  prepares 
visual  aids ;  and  he  uses  every  technique  at  his 
disposal  in  making  certain  that  the  big  concepts, 
goals,  and  ideas  are  clinched  with  understanding 
and  conviction. 

This,  then,  is  what  it  means  to  be  prepared. 
Is  it  worth  the  effort?  Thousands  of  teachers  say, 
"Yes !"  The  happiness  and  satisfaction  that  comes 
from  such  an  experience  seems  to  be  directly  pro- 
portional to  the  effort  expended. 

— Lorenzo  Lisonbee* 


♦Brother  Lisonbee  is  superintendent  of  the  Maricopa  (Arizona) 
Stake  Sunday  School  and  a  former  stake  teacher  trainer.  He  is  a 
professional  educator,  now  serving  as  science  supervisor  in  the  Phoenix 
high  schools  and  Phoenix  College  District.  He  is  the  author  of  a 
biology  textbook  and  has  written  a  number  of  articles  which  have 
appeared  in  a  variety  of  professional  journals.  Holding  two  degrees 
in  education  and  now  working  on  his  third,  Brother  Lisonbee  is 
listed  in  Men  of  Science,  Leaders  of  American  Science,  and  Who's 
Who  in  American  Education. 


THE  ATONEMENT 

(Concluded  from  page  10.) 

new  sepulchre,  .  .  ."  There  they  laid  Jesus.  (John 
19:38-42.) 

But  while  His  body  lay  in  the  tomb,  Christ  visit- 
ed the  spirits  of  people  whose  bodies  had  died  be- 
fore that  time.  (/  Peter  3:18-20;  4:6.) 

On  the  American  continent,  ".  .  .  there  was 
thick  darkness  upon  all  the  face  of  the  land,  .  .  . 
And  there  could  be  no  light,  .  .  .  neither  could  there 
be  fire  kindled  with  their  fine  and  exceedingly  dry 
wood,  .  . .  And  ...  it  did  last  for  the  space  of  three 
days.  .  ."  (3  Nephi  8:20,  21,  23.) 

After  the  Lord  had  been  resurrected,  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  destruction  in  America  heard  a  voice, 
crying,  "O  all  ye  that  are  spared  because  ye  were 
more  righteous  than  they,  will  ye  not  now  return 
unto  me,  and  repent  of  your  sins,  and  be  converted, 
that  I  may  heal  you?  Behold,  I  am  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son  of  God  ...  ye  shall  offer  for  a  sacrifice 
unto  me  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit.  .  . 
Therefore,  whoso  repenteth  and  cometh  unto  me  as 
a  little  child,  .  .  .  will  I  receive,  .  .  .  Behold,  for 
such  I  have  laid  down  my  life,  and  have  taken  it 
up  again;  .  .  ."  (3  Nephi  9:13,  15,  20,  22.) 

The  Church  of  Christ  nourished  on  both  hemi- 
spheres for  a  time,  but  it  dwindled  through  wicked- 
ness, ignorance,  and  indifference  until  only  an 
outward  form  of  His  Church  remained. 

The  Saviour  has  restored  His  Church  to  the 
earth  in  these  latter  days  that  all  who  wish  may 
hear  and  receive  His  Gospel  in  its  fullness  and 
live  the  happiest  life  in  time  and  eternity.  How 
much  do  we  appreciate  this  blessing?  A  truly  happy 
life  is  found  only  through  full  citizenship  in  God's 
kingdom,  which  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

"Hearken,  0  ye  people  of  my  church,  saith  the 
voice  of  him  who  dwells  on  high,  and  whose  eyes 
are  upon  all  men;  .  .  .  Hearken  ye  people  from 
afar;  .  .  .  For  verily  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto 
all  men,  and  there  is  ...  no  eye  that  shall  not  see, 
neither  ear  that  shall  not  hear,  neither  heart  that 
shall  not  be  penetrated."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
1:1,  2,)  "Therefore  be  ye  .  .  .  ready,  for  in  such  an 
hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man  cometh." 
(Joseph  Smith  1:48.) 

".  .  .  This  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world,  .  .  .  and  then  shall  the 
end  come,  or  the  destruction  of  the  wicked." 
(Joseph  Smith  1:31.) 

"Behold,  now  it  is  called  today  until  the  coming 
of  the  Son  of  Man, .  .  .  Wherefore,  if  ye  believe  me, 
ye  will  labor  while  it  is  called  today."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  64:23,  25.) 
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THE    QUEST    FOR    KNOWLEDGE 
FIRST   IN   A  SERIES   ON   THE    QUESTS   OF    ME 


Knowledge 

every  man  should  seek 


by  Daryl  Chase 


WHENEVER  a  student  requests  a  book  from 
the  library  at  Utah  State  University,  he 
may  see  engraved  in  large  letters  above  the  loan 
desk  the  admonition,  ".  .  .  With  all  thy  getting 
get  understanding."  (Proverbs  4:7.) 

How  important  it  is  to  get  understanding! 
And  how  essential  it  is  to  realize  that  understand- 
ing is  gained  through  the  getting  of  knowledge. 
". .  .  The  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  ..."  (/  Sam- 
uel 2:3)  declared  the  Prophet  Samuel.  In  the  days 
of  Hosea,  the  Lord  lamented,  "My  people  are  de- 
stroyed for  lack  of  knowledge:  .  .  ."  (Hosea  4:6.) 
Our  great  latter-day  Prophet  warned,  "It  is  im- 
possible for  a  man  to  be  saved  in  ignorance," 
and  he  affirmed,  "The  glory  of  God  is  intelligence, 
.  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  131:6;  93:36.) 

Ancient  and  modern  scriptures  alike  emphasize 
the  fact  that  salvation  in  this  world  and  in  the 
world  to  come  is  dependent  upon  knowledge  and 
wisdom.  In  the  prayer  of  dedication  of  the  Kirt- 
land  Temple,  the  Prophet  Joseph  petitioned,  "And 
do  thou  grant,  Holy  Father,  that  all  those  who 
shall  worship  in  this  house  may  be  taught  words 
of  wisdom  out  of  the  best  books,  .  .  ."  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  109:14.) 

Earlier  the  young  Prophet  had  advised  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  "...  study  and  learn,  and  be- 
come acquainted  with  all  good  books,  and  with 
languages,  tongues,  and  people."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  90:15.) 

(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  January  21,  "Opportunity,"  and  lesson 
of  March  25,  "Balance";  for  Course  23,  lesson  of  March  18,  "Become 
Gospel  Scholars";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  January  21,  "General  Out- 
line of  Life's  Activities";   and  of  general  interest.) 


Righteousness  is  of  the  mind  as  well  as  of  the 
heart.  When  asked  which  was  the  great  command- 
ment in  the  law,  Jesus  answered,  ".  .  .  Thou  shalt 
love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the 
first  and  great  commandment."  (Matthew  22 :37, 
38.)  It  is  a  religious  aphorism  among  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  that  without  knowledge  one  can  be 
neither  intelligent  nor  wise  nor  saved.  We  also 
believe  that : 

Whatever  principle  of  intelligence  we  attain  un- 
to in  this  life,  it  will  rise  with  us  in  the  resurrec- 
tion. And  if  a  person  gains  more  knowledge  and 
intelligence  in  this  life  through  his  diligence  and 
obedience  than  another,  he  will  have  so  much  the 
advantage  in  the  world  to  come.  (Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants 130:18,  19.) 

In  this  modern  world  it  is  evident  to  all  that 
we  cannot  even  earn  a  good  living  without  possess- 
ing a  large  amount  of  useful  knowledge.  Our  very 
survival  in  world  affairs  depends  in  part  on  the 
speed  with  which  we  gain  new  knowledge.  Thus 
there  is  a  great  world-wide  race  for  knowledge. 
Nations  are  spending  an  increasingly  large  portion 
of  their  wealth  in  this  accelerated  quest. 

Selectivity  in  Sources  of  Learning 

In  the  not-too-distant  past  a  person  faced  many 
serious  problems  in  his  attempt  to  acquire  even  a 
little  knowledge.  Today  the  problem  is  one  of 
selectivity,  of  differentiating  between  truth  and 
falsehood,  of  weighing  evidence,  of  detecting  propa- 


ganda,  slanted  writing,  misleading  advertisements 
and  commercials.  Only  by  keeping  a  careful  watch 
over  our  minds  can  we  avoid  becoming  submerged 
in  a  sea  of  printed  and  spoken  words  which,  for 
the  most  part,  are  not  only  worthless,  but  time- 
consuming  and  harmful  to  our  intellectual  and 
spiritual  life.  Unless  we  are  selective  in  what  we 
read,  hear  and  view,  our  minds  will  soon  become 
bogged  down  in  mediocrity,  will  indeed  become 
psychological  swamps.  The  United  States  has 
12,000  newspapers  published  weekly  or  daily,  8,000 
magazines  and  journals,  13,000  new  book  titles 
each  year,  600  television  stations,  4,000  radio  sta- 
tions, and  23,000  motion  picture  houses.  In  this 
age  of  the  mass  media  it  is  more  important  than 
ever  to  heed  the  advice  to : 

Seek  not  for  riches  but  for  wisdom,  and  behold, 
the  mysteries  of  God  shall  be  unfolded  unto  you, 
and  then  shall  you  be  made  rich.  Behold,  he  that 
hath  eternal  life  is  rich.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
6:7.) 

In  our  search  for  knowledge,  however,  we 
should  avoid  becoming  bookworms.  Just  as  the 
habits  of  the  glutton  are  unfortunate,  so  are  those 
of  the  compulsive  reader  who  "always  has  his  nose 
in  a  book"  —  any  book;  who  may  be  reading  to 
escape  life  rather  than  to  enlarge  his  knowledge 
and  understanding.  The  important  thing  is  not 
how  many  books  we  read,  but  how  many  good 
books.  We  should  never  forget  the  Prophet's  ad- 
monition to  seek  our  knowledge  "out  of  the  best 
books."  Books  written  by  first-rate  scientists,  by 
inspired  poets  and  prophets,  and  by  scholarly  his- 
torians, should  be  our  daily  companions.  One  may 
be  a  hearty  eater  and  still  suffer  from  malnutrition. 
Similarly,  one  may  devour  a  book  a  day  yet  not 
genuinely  improve  his  mind,  prepare  himself  for 
a  position  of  leadership,  nor  learn  how  to  function 
as  a  useful  citizen  in  our  complex  society. 

We  should  not  waste  our  time  on  a  writer  or 
speaker — if  the  latter  can  be  avoided — who  knows 
less  about  a  subject  than  we  know  ourselves.  Re- 
member, too,  it  takes  no  longer  to  read  a  good  book 
than  it  does  to  read  a  poor  one.  We  seldom  have 
an  opportunity  to  converse  with  a  genius  or  a 
person  with  a  really  great  mind.  But  for  a  few 
dollars — or  for  25  cents — one  can  possess  a  book 
which  is  the  product  of  an  inspired  mind.  Most  of 
the  great  books,  modern  and  ancient,  are  found  in 
our  local  libraries.  They  are  owned  by  the  public. 
They  can  be  borrowed  for  the  asking. 

While  some  persons  fail  to  be  selective  in  what 
they  read,  far  more  fail  to  read  anything  at  all. 
Only  a  tiny  percentage   of  adults  in  the  United 


States  read  even  one  book  a  year,  of  any  kind. 
Fortunately,  the  percentage  is  much  higher  among 
Latter-day  Saints;  but  it  is  still  too  low. 

Granted  all  this,  in  what  fields  should  every 
man  read?  One's  reading  diet  should  follow  some 
of  the  principles  which  guide  his  eating  habits.  In 
each  case  there  should  be  dessert  as  well  as  the 
heavy  variety.  A  person  has  missed  a  great  deal 
of  joy  in  life  if  he  has  never  discovered  good  au- 
thors who  have  devoted  their  talents  to  beauty 
and  entertainment.  These  are  the  desserts  of 
knowledge.  They  make  for  a  balanced  meal.  But 
they  are  not  the  main  course. 

The  main  course  might  well  include  four  dishes 
— four  areas  of  knowledge:  1.  Knowledge  of  our 
field  of  specialization ;  2.  Knowledge  of  ourselves — 
our  mind  and  body;  3.  Knowledge  of  the  planet 
Earth;  4.  Knowledge  of  the  biological  world  of 
which  we  are  a  part.  Let  us  consider  each  briefly. 

Knowledge  in  Specialized  Fields 

We  should  devote  a  major  portion  of  our  time 
to  the  acquisition  and  mastery  of  the  primary  and 
fundamental  information  in  our  vocations.  Young 
people  admire  and  tend  to  emulate  the  person  who 
"knows  his  stuff." 

In  times  of  crises  involving  our  health,  finances, 
or  other  personal  welfare,  we  all  seek  for  greater 
knowledge,  for  information  and  for  advice  which 
will  help  us  solve  our  problem.  The  housewife, 
the  teacher,  the  lawyer,  the  businessman,  the  doc- 
tor, the  scientist,  the  politician,  etc.,  should  each 
be  an  expert  in  his  or  her  profession.  In  each  of 
the  principal  fields  of  human  endeavor  there  is  a 
vast  reservoir  of  information  to  be  acquired  by 
the  novice.  A  lifetime  of  constant,  dedicated  study 
is  required  to  master  the  knowledge  constantly 
being  discovered  and  developed  in  our  chosen  field. 

We  all  know  that  a  person  can  become  lost  in 
his  field  of  specialization  and  its  related  disciplines. 
No  field  of  knowledge  is  hermetically  sealed  from 
all  others.  This  fact  is  well  stated  in  the  lines 
from  the  poet  Tennyson: 

Flower  in  the  crannied  wall, 

I  pluck  you  out  of  the  crannies, 

I  hold  you  here,  root  and  all,  in  my  hand, 

Little  flower — but  if  I  could  understand 

What  you  are,  root  and  all,  and  all  in  all, 

I  should  know  what  God  and  man  is.1 

I  believe  that  a  modern  scientist  would  say  that 
Tennyson's  statement  is  scientific.  Yet  because  of 
the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  there  are  best 
proven  ways  of  comprehending  and  categorizing 


Alfred  Lord  Tennyson,  Flower  in  the  Crannied  Wall. 


knowledge  in  terms  of  usefulness  which  lead  us 
into  fields  of  specialization.  Should  one  specialize? 
The  answer  is  unequivocally,  "Yes !"  Let  everyone 
strive  to  be  an  expert  in  his  calling.  But  let  him 
be  a  "generalist"  outside  his  occupation  or  pro- 
fession. One  reason  is  that  there  are  resources 
and  potentialities,  valuable  in  an  occupation,  which 
a  person  cannot  become  aware  of  unless  he  is 
broadly  informed.  Another  reason  extends  beyond 
narrow  practicality.  The  man  who  cannot  converse 
on  a  subject  outside  his  own  specialty  is  a  dead- 
ening bore.  How  constricted  his  world  has  become, 
how  limited  his  vision,  his  joy  and  appreciation 
of  life ! 

A  few  hundred  years  ago  men  could  strive  to 
acquire  "all  knowledge."  Francis  Bacon,  for  ex- 
ample, declared,  "I  have  taken  all  knowledge  to  be 
my  province."  So  far  as  recorded  knowledge  was 
concerned,  this  was  not  an  impossible  task  in  an 
age  of  few  books  and  little  written  knowledge  of 
any  kind.  But  today  no  sane  man  would  set  for 
himself  the  task  which  Bacon  had  as  his  goal  300 
years  ago.  Still,  all  those  who  love  learning  and 
wish  truly  to  live  in  our  age  should  set  as  their 
objective  a  broad,  general,  liberal  education  in  addi- 
tion to  whatever  mastery  they  may  achieve  over 
their  specialized  fields.  Every  man  should  have  at 
least  a  speaking  acquaintance  with  the  cultural  and 
political  life  in  which  he  moves  and,  to  some  extent, 
which  he  can  direct.  With  his  specialized  and 
general  information,  every  man  should  attempt  to 
construct  for  himself  a  meaningful,  philosophical 
and  religious  life. 

Knowledge  of  Self 

Every  normal,  healthy  young  person  wants  to 
live  a  long  and  successful  life.  Yet,  with  the  best 
of  good  fortune,  this  worthy  goal  is  achieved  by 
relatively  few.  There  is  no  way  of  guaranteeing 
a  long  and  successful  life  for  any  young  man  or 
woman,  not  even  in  America.  But  without  personal 
knowledge  of  what  makes  one's  body  "tick,"  and 
without  knowing  "why  we  behave  like  human 
beings,"  there  is  little  likelihood  that  we  will  have 
a  long  life  sustained  by  a  sound  mind  and  a  healthy 
body.  This  marvelous  human  mind  and  body,  with 
built-in  safeguards,  cannot  be  protected  and  prop- 
erly cared  for  by  periodic  visits  to  a  physician's 
office.  In  all  the  known  universe,  there  is  nothing 
else  like  the  human  mind  and  body.  They  require 
daily  care,  even  more  so  than  do  the  machines  we 
construct.  We  must  personally  take  the  responsi- 
bility for  our  health  of  mind  and  body.   To  do  this 


we  should  know  the  fundamentals  pertaining  to 
the  structure  of  the  body,  how  it  operates  with  its 
thirty  trillion  living  cells.  We  should  know  its 
enemies  and  know  of  its  self-healing  and  self- 
repairing  mechanisms. 

"Know  Thyself"  was  engraved  long  ago  above 
the  door  of  the  Temple  of  Apollo  at  Delphi.  This 
is  still  excellent  advice.  We  should  possess  funda- 
mental knowledge  of  human  physiology,  but  we 
should  also  know  a  great  deal  about  our  own  par- 
ticular body.  Each  human  being  is  different  from 
every  other.  We  should  know  ourselves,  our  own 
weaknesses  and  strengths,  the  habits  of  work  and 
recreation  which  are  best  for  us.  Through  self- 
observation  as  well  as  through  study,  we.  can  gain 
much  knowledge  of  what  our  body  needs  by  way 
of  good  food,  rest  and  exercise  to  keep  it  in  a  state 
of  well  being.  This  kind  of  knowledge  translated 
into  sound  health  habits  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant things  that  a  person  can  achieve  in  life. 

Life  is  precious.  No  man  would  place  a  dollar 
value  on  one  single  good  day  of  life.  No  wise  person 
will  knowingly  permit  anyone  or  anything  to  dam- 
age any  part  of  his  body.  Man  is  so  constituted 
that  he  can  triumph  over  almost  any  combination 
of  personal  tragedies  if  he  has  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  of  his  psychological  and  biological  na- 
ture to  maintain  a  sound  mind  and  a  healthy  body. 

Knowledge  of  Our  Earth 

But  our  knowledge  should  extend  further.  To 
live  an  intelligent  life,  we  should  know  the  basic 
facts  of  the  earth  and  of  the  teeming  life  about  us. 

Doubtless  most  of  the  men  who  have  lived  and 
died  on  this  earth  have  believed  that  it  is  flat  and 
that  it  is  the  center  of  the  thousands  of  heavenly 
bodies  which  can  be  seen  by  the  naked  eye  on  a 
starry  night.  True,  ancient  Greek  philosophers, 
unaided  by  tools  available  to  modern  astronomers, 
made  accurate  guesses  about  the  size  and  shape  of 
the  earth  and  its  relationship  to  the  other  planets. 
But  1,500  dark  years  separated  those  brilliant  men 
from  the  science  of  modern  astronomy. 

Today  the  textbooks  prepared  for  our  elemen- 
tary school  children  attempt  to  orient  them  to  the 
vastness  of  time  and  space  as  related  to  the  history 
of  the  earth.  The  antiquity  and  innumerable  varie- 
ties of  plant  and  animal  life  are  also  brought  to 
the  attention  of  our  children.  Most  boys  and  girls 
find  nature  study  an  exciting  field  of  learning — as 
it  might  well  be  throughout  the  life  of  every  man 
who  is  willing  to  "become  as  a  little  child."  The 
Bible  and  modern  science  teach  that  in  the  long 


ago  there  was  no  earth — and  later,  a  time  when 
there  was  no  plant  and  animal  life  upon  the  earth. 
There  was  no  man  to  look  upon  God's  creation  nor 
to  till  the  thin  layer  of  precious  soil  which  requires 
untold  years  to  produce  and  which  man  can  now 
destroy  in  a  few  seasons.  ".  .  .  The  earth  was 
without  form,  and  void ;  and  darkness  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  deep. .  ."  (Genesis  1 :2.) 

Knowledge  of  the  Biological  World 

Since  life  began,  many  species  have  appeared, 
flourished  and  disappeared  from  the  earth.  Yet 
plants,  animals,  and  human  beings  have  "multiplied 
and  replenished  the  earth."  Three  billion  human 
beings  now  live  on  the  planet  Earth,  which  for 
eons  of  time  was  devoid  of  any  form  of  life.  The 
human  race  is  now  increasing  at  the  rate  of  one 
large  city  every  day.  Los  Angeles  County  presently 
has  more  inhabitants  than  lived  in  all  the  13  colo- 
nies at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  for  American  in- 
dependence. 

Known  to  scientists  are  3,500  species  of  mam- 
mals, 8,600  species  of  birds,  and  800,000  species  of 
insects.  Such  figures  suggest  a  wealth  of  scientific 
fact  which  may  daunt  the  person  seeking  a  liberal 
education  beyond  his  field  of  specialization.  But 
we  do  not  have  to  spend  years  in  the  classroom 
under  the  guidance  of  a  scientist  to  know  the  ex- 
citing and  humbling  story  of  man's  place  in  nature. 

To  obtain  basic  knowledge  of  God's  creations 
and  our  place  in  all  the  plant  and  animal  life  found 
on  this  earth,  we  have  but  to  make  regular  visits 
to  the  library  for  a  few  good  books,  regular  walks 
in  the  country  with  eyes  and  ears  alert,  and  to 
spend  occasional  evenings  in  quiet  meditation  as  the 
sun  is  setting,  or  beneath  the  stars.  To  such  a 
seeker  after  truth,  life  will  never  be  dull.  Beauty 
and  wonder  will  never  be  lacking.  The  deep  inner 
joy  and  peace  of  mind  which  may  be  experienced 
from  a  general  study  of  nature  is  reward  enough 
for  the  labor  required. 

But  study  is  more  than  a  way  to  increase  joy; 
it  is  a  necessity  today.  Man's  questing  mind  has 
revealed  such  wealth  of  knowledge  that  much  of  the 
daily  news  cannot  be  interpreted  without  basic 
knowledge  of  the  solar  system,  the  atmosphere,  the 
meaning  of  such  words  as  planet,  satellite,  star, 
and  asteroid.  At  a  time  when  a  large  portion  of 
our  expenditure  is  marked  for  space  travel  and  a 
race  with  Russia  to  the  moon,  man  does  not  feel 
competent  even  to  vote  without  knowing  Pythago- 
ras (c.  530  B.C.),  Aristarchus  of  Samos  (c.  320 
B.C.),  Eratosthenes  (c.  186  B.C.),  Galileo,  Kepler, 


and  Newton.  We  must  also  know  the  notable 
achievements  of  our  modern  Columbuses :  Gagarin, 
Shepard,  Titov,  Grissom,  etc.  These  names  are  but 
forerunners  in  man's  future  great  triumphs  in  co- 
operation with  nature. 

Being  well  equipped  with  this  kind  of  knowledge 
may  not  add  a  dollar  to  our  bank  account  or  a 
year  to  our  life,  but  it  will  enrich  our  intellectual 
life  and  thus  make  it  more  meaningful.  General 
knowledge  of  this  kind  will  also  give  us  a  sound 
foundation  on  which  to  build  our  philosophy  of  life. 

Individual  Effort  in  Learning 

We  read  the  "best  books."  We  orient  our  think- 
ing to  the  fact  that  we  are  not  living  on  a  station- 
ary planet,  but  actually  are  riding  on  the  surface 
of  a  gigantic  "space  ship"  which  is  spinning  about 
its  axis  at  1,000  miles  per  hour,  whirling  around 
the  sun  at  20  miles  a  second,  riding  through  space 
on  the  rim  of  the  Milky  Way  at  170  miles  a  second. 
Our  fellow  passengers  are  three  billion  human 
beings  and  countless  forms  of  plant  and  animal  life. 

Riding  this  mighty  global  space  ship  with  its 
variegated,  innumerable  cargo  can  be  as  exhilarat- 
ing but  meaningless  as  riding  the  roller  coaster 
at  Coney  Island.  There  are  those  who  never  trouble 
themselves  with  the  questions,  "From  whence  have 
I  come?  Whither  am  I  bound?" 

The  readers  of  The  Instructor  are  not  that  kind 
of  people;  and  history  indicates  that  most  people 
who  have  left  records  of  the  past  were  not  mere 
joy  riders  on  the  Lord's  space  ship,  which  we  call 
planet  Earth. 

That  memory  awakens  a  sense  of  our  responsi- 
bility to  throw  ourselves  strenuously  into  learning 
and  thought.  Important  as  great  teachers  and  in- 
spired books  are,  they  ultimately  become  only  aids 
to  the  intense  activity  of  the  individual  himself. 
This  responsibility  may  seem  formidable  at  the 
outset.  But  Richard  Jefferies  has  reassured  us  by 
saying,  "It  is  the  peculiarity  of  knowledge  that 
those  who  really  thirst  for  it  always  get  it."  And 
further  encouragement  can  be  drawn  from  this : 
exacting  and  laborious  as  some  mental  toil  may  be, 
the  rewards  in  personal  progress  and  joy  of  accom- 
plishment come  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount 
and  quality  of  effort.  Moreover,  we  need  the  fruits 
of  serious  study,  the  insight  and  vision  which  can 
result,  if  we  are  to  grapple  ably  with  these  pro- 
found questions: 

Is  this  planet  just  a  wonderful  cosmic  accident? 
Did  plant  and  animal  life  begin  as  a  result  of  self- 
operating  laws  or  undirected,  uncontrolled,  chemi- 


cal  and  physical  properties?  Is  man  unique  in  the 
animal  world  only  in  terms  of  his  brain,  mind  and 
hands?  Does  a  child  or  adult  perish  at  the  grave? 
Is  the  story  of  mankind,  as  found  in  the  ancient 
rock  inscriptions  and  parchment  manuscripts,  mod- 
ern books  and  the  daily  press,  a  mere  tale  told  by 
an  idiot,  full  of  sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing? 
Are  Communists  correct  in  their  assertion  that 
all  religion  is  a  myth  and  opiate  of  the  people? 

Religious  Faith  and  Knowledge 

All,  living  or  dead,  who  lay  any  claim  to  reli- 
gious faith,  regardless  of  how  crude  or  inspired 
such  faith  may  be,  answer  the  above  age-old  ques- 
tions with  an  emphatic  "No !"  The  religious  man 
does  not  know  how  the  Deity  created  the  earth,  but 
he  takes  his  stand  with  the  ancient  and  modern 
prophets  that  "The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
God ;  and  the  firmament  sheweth  his  handywork." 
(Psalm  19:1.) 

For,  lo,  he  that  formeth  the  mountains,  and 
createth  the  wind,  and  declareth  unto  man  what  is 
his  thought,  that  maketh  the  morning  darkness, 
and  treadeth  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth, 
The  Lord,  The  God  of  hosts,  is  his  name.  (Amos 
4:13.) 

.  .  .  Him  that  maketh  the  seven  stars  and  Orion, 
and  turneth  the  shadow  of  death  into  the  morning, 
and  maketh  the  day  dark  with  night:  that  calleth 
for  the  waters  of  the  sea,  and  poureth  them  out 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth:  The  Lord  is  his  name. 
(Amos  5:8.) 

Back  of  the  known  universe,  say  all  religious 
men,  there  is  the  Deity,  with  intelligent  power  and 
righteous  purpose  and  personality. 

The  divine  will  and  purpose  is  stated  in  this 
passage,  "For  behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my 
glory — to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 
life  of  man."    (Moses  1:39.) 

Religion,  as  believed  and  lived  in  America, 
whether  it  be  Christian,  Jew,  or  any  of  the  other 
world  faiths,  does  not  concern  itself  solely  with 
man's  life  in  the  world  to  come.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  Salvation  is  an  ever- 
current  consideration.  It  is  not  just  a  state  of 
being,  but  it  is  a  way  of  life,  a  covenant  with  God. 
If  we  would  know  the  past,  we  should  study  the 
economic  and  political  life  of  the  past.  But  to  feel 
the  pulse  beat  of  any  age,  we  should  attempt  to 
discover  the  vital  religious  concepts  of  the  people. 
By  their  religious  faith  and  hope  do  people  build 
great  cultures  and  preserve  them. 


The  great  dividing  line  between  present  Com- 
munistic and  non-Communistic  countries  goes  much 
deeper  than  economics  and  politics.  Democracy  is, 
in  many  respects,  the  political  expression  of 
Christ's  teaching  of  the  worth  of  an  individual 
and  the  common  brotherhood  of  mankind.  Chris- 
tian, Jewish,  Hindu,  and  Buddhist  nations  are  as 
interested  as  Communists  in  placing  bread  on  the 
table.  But  the  former  believe  that  man  cannot  live 
by  bread  alone.  They  are  also  concerned  about  the 
"bread  of  life."  A  great  people,  devoid  of  religion, 
is  unknown  to  history.  Man  is  a  religious  being. 
Separate  him  from  religion  and  you  are  attempting 
to  make  a  being  lacking  that  which  is  most  distinc- 
tively human,  his  consciousness  leavened  with 
aspiration  for  the  increasingly  higher  levels  of 
existence. 

Our  Search  for  Knowledge 

In  planning  our  life,  we  must  search  for  knowl- 
edge. No  important  phase  of  man's  achievements, 
past  or  present,  should  be  ignored.  High  on  this 
list  I  would  give  priority  to  the  study  of  religion. 
Perhaps  no  living  historian  is  better  qualified  to 
answer  this  question  than  Toynbee :  "Who  are  .  .  . 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  living  generation 
of  mankind  ?"  "Confucius  and  Laotze,  the  Buddha, 
the  prophets  of  Israel  and  Judah,  Zoroaster,  Jesus, 
Mohammed,  and  Socrates."  There  is  not  a  general, 
not  a  statesman,  not  a  rich  man  in  the  list.  All 
are  either  religious  prophets  or  teachers  of  ethical 
wisdom.  Thus  the  seeker  for  the  best  of  knowl- 
edge, for  the  true  wisdom,  has  set  his  feet  upon 
the  high  road  to  an  excellence  which  can  well  be 
called  divine.  As  Shakespeare  wrote  on  King 
James  I: 

Crowns  have  their  compass — length  of 

days  their  date — 
Triumphs  their  tomb — felicity,  her  fate — 
Of  nought  but  earth  can  earth  make  us 

partaker, 
But  knowledge  makes  a  king  most  like  his 

Maker.2 

Finally,  the  bulwark  to  faith  which  we  can 
build  from  the  finest  books  is  important  to  our 
mental  and  spiritual  security  in  this  age  of  swift 
change  and  menace.  As  the  Biblical  admonition 
reads  ".  .  .  be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to 
every  man  that  asketh  you  a  reason  of  the  hope 
that  is  in  you.  .  ."  (/  Peter  3 :15.) 


2William  Shakespeare,  Epigram  on  King  James  I. 
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"Mormon  Bids  Farewell  to  a  Once  Great  Nation" 


THE    STORY 

And  now  I  finish  my  record  concerning  the  destruction  of  my 
people,  the  Nephites.  .  . 

And  I,  Mormon,  wrote  an  epistle  unto  the  king  of  the  Lamanites, 
and  desired  of  him  .  .  .  that  we  might  gather  together  our  people 
unto  the  land  of  Cumorah,  by  a  hill  which  is  called  Cumorah,  and 
there  we  could  give  them  battle.  .  . 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  when  we  had  gathered  in  all  our  people 
in  one  to  the  land  of  Cumorah,  behold  I,  Mormon,  began  to  be  old; 
and  knowing  it  to  be  the  last  struggle  of  my  people,  and  having 
been  commanded  of  the  Lord  that  I  should  not  suffer  the  records 
which  had  been  handed  down  by  our  fathers,  which  were  sacred, 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Lamanites,  .  .  .  therefore  I  made  this 
record  out  of  the  plates  of  Nephi,  and  hid  up  in  the  hill  Cumorah 
all  the  records  which  had  been  entrusted  to  me  by  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  save  it  were  these  few  plates  which  I  gave  unto  my  son  Moroni. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  my  people,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  did  now  behold  the  armies  of  the  Lamanites  marching 
towards  them;  and  with  that  awful  fear  of  death  which  fills  the 
breasts  of  all  the  wicked,  did  they  await  to  receive  them.  .  . 

And  .  .  .  they  did  fall  upon  my  people  with  the  sword,  and 
with  the  bow,  and  with  the  arrow,  and  with  the  ax,  and  with  all 
manner  of  weapons  of  war. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  my  men  were  hewn  down,  yea,  even 
my  ten  thousand  who  were  with  me,  and  I  fell  wounded  in  the 
midst; . . . 

And  when  they  had  gone  through  and  hewn  down  all  my  people 
save  it  were  twenty  and  four  of  us,  (among  whom  was  my  son 
Moroni)  ...  we  ...  did  behold  on  the  morrow,  when  the  Lamanites 
had  returned  unto  their  camps,  from  the  top  of  the  hill  Cumorah, 
the  ten  thousand  of  my  people  who  were  hewn  down,  .  .  . 

And  we  also  beheld  the  ten  thousand  of  my  people  who  were  led 
by  my  son  Moroni. 

And  behold,  the  ten  thousand  of  Gidgiddonah  had  fallen,  and 
he  also  in  the  midst. 

And  Lamah  had  fallen  with  his  ten  thousand;  and  Gilgal  had 
fallen  with  his  ten  thousand;  and  Limhah  had  fallen  with  his  ten 
thousand ;  and  Joneam  had  fallen  with  his  ten  thousand ;  and  Camen- 
ihah,  and  Moronihah,  and  Antionum,  and  Shiblom,  and  Shem,  and 
Josh,  had  fallen  with  their  ten  thousand  each. 

(Concluded  on  opposite  back  of  picture.) 
(Of  general  interest.) 
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THE  STORY   (Concluded) 

And  .  .  .  there  were  ten  more  who  did  fall  by  the  sword,  with 
their  ten  thousand  each ;  yea,  even  all  my  people,  save  it  were  those 
twenty  and  four  who  were  with  me  and  also  a  few  who  had  escaped 
into  the  south  countries,  and  a  few  who  had  dissented  over  unto 
the  Lamanites,  had  fallen;  and  their  flesh,  and  bones,  and  blood 
lay  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  .  .  . 

And  my  soul  was  rent  with  anguish,  because  of  the  slain  of  my 
people,  and  I  cried: 

0  ye  fair  ones,  how  could  ye  have  departed  from  the  ways  of 
the  Lord!  .  .  .  how  could  ye  have  rejected  that  Jesus,  who  stood 
with  open  arms  to  receive  you ! 

Behold,  if  ye  had  not  done  this,  ye  would  not  have  fallen.  .  . 

O  that  ye  had  repented  before  this  great  destruction  had  come 
upon  you.  But  behold,  ye  are  gone,  and  the  Father,  yea,  the  Eternal 
Father  of  heaven,  knoweth  your  state;  and  he  doeth  with  you  ac- 
cording to  his  justice  and  mercy.    (Mormon  6.) 

Behold  I,  Moroni,  do  finish  the  record  of  my  father,  Mormon.  .  . 

And  now  .  .  .  after  the  great  and  tremendous  battle  at  Cumorah, 
.  .  .  the  Nephites  who  had  escaped  into  the  country  southward  were 
hunted  by  the  Lamanites,  until  they  were  all  destroyed. 

And  my  father  also  was  killed  by  them,  and  I  even  remain 
alone  to  write  the  sad  tale  of  the  destruction  of  my  people.  (Mormon 
8:1-3.) 

THE    PICTURE 

The  wounded  prophet  Mormon  and  his  son  Moroni  rest  by  a 
great  tree,  perhaps  symbolic  of  their  firm  faith  in  the  midst  of  aposta- 
sy and  war.  His  wounds  are  not  so  important  to  him  as  the  anguish  and 
sorrow  he  feels  for  the  departed  spirits  of  the  once-righteous  Nephite 
nation.  A  long  conflict  with  the  Lamanites  and  secret  organizations 
has  just  been  climaxed  in  a  battle  which  slaughtered  230,000  Nephite 
men,  women,  and  children,  leaving  only  a  few  dozen  alive. 

The  orange  glow  from  the  setting  sun  makes  the  sky  appear 
as  red  as  blood-covered  Cumorah,  while  great  birds  converge  on  this 
apalling  scene.  With  a  stylus,  Mormon  engraved  his  last  words  on 
the  sacred  metal  records  before  turning  them  over  to  Moroni,  who 
became  the  lone  survivor  of  his  people  and  the  last  keeper  of  the 
records  we  know  as  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

— Virgil  B.  Smith. 


Moses,  a  chosen 

servant  of  our 

Heavenly  Father 

by  Marie  F.  Felt 

Editor's  Note:  In  the  following  verses  from  Exodus 
and  Acts,  we  cover  the  first  40  years  in  the  life  of  Moses. 
One  can  only  speculate  concerning  the  training  that  the 
infant,  child,  and  youth  received  and  the  sources  whence 
he  acquired  it. 

And  Pharaoh's  daughter  said  unto  her  [the  mother  of 
Moses],  Take  this  child  away,  and  nurse  it  for  me,  and  I 
will  give  thee  thy  wages.  And  the  woman  took  the  child, 
and  nursed  it. 

And  the  child  grew,  and  she  brought  him  unto  Pharaoh' 's 
daughter,  and  he  became  her  son.  And  she  called  his  name 
Moses:   and  she  said,  Because  I  drew  him  out  of  water. 

And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  when  Moses  was 
grown,  that  he  went  out  unto  his  brethren,  and  looked  on 
their  burdens:  .  .  .  (Exodus  2:9-11.) 

In  which  time  Moses  was  born,  and  was  exceeding  fair, 
and  nourished  up  in  his  father's  house  three  months: 

And  when  he  was  cast  out,  Pharaoh's  daughter  took 
him  up,  and  nourished  him  for  her  own  son. 

And  Moses  was  learned  in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  was  mighty  in  words  and  in  deeds.  (Acts  7:20- 
22.) 

.  .  .  Blessed  art  thou,  Moses,  for  I,  the  Almighty,  have 
chosen  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be  made  stronger  than  many 
waters;  for  they  shall  obey  thy  command  as  if  thou  wert 
God  .  .  .  for  thou  shalt  deliver  my  people  from  bondage, 
.  .  .  (Moses  1:25,26.) 

The  following  story  of  the  training  and  education  of 
Moses  prior  to  his  exile  in  the  desert  is  in  part  as  the 
author  imagines  it  might  have  been : 

DID  you  know  that  each  of  us  during  our  lives 
will  have  had  several  homes?  Our  first  one 
was  when  we  lived  in  heaven  with  God  our  Father 
before  we  came  here.  Our  next  home  is  on  this 
earth  where  we  live  now.  Another  home  will  be 
when  we  return  to  heaven  after  we  leave  this  earth. 
In  our  first  home,  our  Heavenly  Father  knew  us 
well.    He  knew  which  of  us  would  most  likely  be 


(For  Course  1,  lesson  of  January  28,  "Our  Baby  Is  in  the  Family"; 
for  Course  8,  lesson  of  April  29,  "The  Preparation  of  Moses";  and 
for  home  use.) 


A    FLANNELBOARD    STORY 

leaders  and  upon  whom  he  could  depend  to  teach 
His  Gospel  and  to  live  it.  One  of  these  great  spirits 
loved  and  chosen  for  a  special  mission  was  the 
great  Prophet  Moses. 

Just  as  you  came  to  this  earth  as  a  baby,  so  did 
Moses.  He  came  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  wicked 
king  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  King  Pharaoh 
was  so  wicked  that  he  sent  out  an  order  to  kill  all 
the  boy  babies  born  to  the  Israelites.  He  was  afraid 
that  if  they  lived,  one  of  them  might  someday  be- 
come king  in  his  place.  King  Pharaoh  was  to  find 
out  that  he  was  not  as  powerful  nor  as  wise  nor 
as  great  as  God,  our  Heavenly  Father.  Instead  he 
was,  through  his  daughter,  to  assist  in  making 
Moses  a  great  leader. 

On  the  day  that  Moses  was  born,  his  father 
and  mother  were  both  happy  and  sad.  They  were 
happy  to  have  been  given  this  beautiful  baby  boy, 
but  sad  because  of  the  king's  wicked  decree.  Their 
problem  was  to  keep  him  safe.  Only  our  Heavenly 
Father  could  help  them,  they  knew ;  so  they  prayed 
to  Him  for  wisdom  and  guidance.   [End  of  Scene  I.] 

One  day,  according  to  plan,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, Moses'  Mother  put  Moses  in  a  basket  that  she 
and  the  others  had  made.  She  then  carried  it  down 
to  the  river.  In  the  water,  near  the  bank,  among 
the  tall  grasses  growing  there,  she  placed  the 
basket  with  the  tiny  baby  tucked  carefully  inside. 
I  am  sure  that  she  was  praying  to  our  Father  in 
heaven,  asking  that  He  watch  over  her  little  son 
so  that  no  harm  would  come  to  him.  Then  she  went 
back  to  her  home  while  Miriam,  the  baby's  sister, 
stayed  to  watch.    [End  of  Scene  II.] 

Presently  Miriam  saw  some  ladies  coming  down 
to  the  river.  One  of  them  was  very  beautiful  and 
was  waited  on  by  the  others.  It  was  the  King's 
daughter,  the  Princess.  They  had  come  to  bathe 
in  the  river. 

When  the  Princess  saw  the  basket,  she  asked 
one  of  her  maids  to  get  it  for  her.  She  was  very 
curious  to  see  what  was  in  it. 

As  the  maid  brought  it  to  her,  the  Princess 
lifted  the  cover  and  there  was  a  darling  baby  boy, 
who,  when  he  saw  strange  faces,  began  to  cry. 
He  did  not  know  anyone  that  he  saw. 

As  the  Princess  took  him  in  her  arms,  she  told 
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the  maids  that  she  was  going  to  keep  this  baby  for 
her  own.  She  tried  to  comfort  him,  but  nothing 
she  did  would  make  him  stop  crying.  [End  of 
Scene  III.] 

As  Miriam  watched,  she  decided  to  talk  with 
the  Princess  about  the  baby.  No,  she  was  not  going 
to  tell  her  that  he  was  her  baby  brother.  She  just 
had  a  plan  that  she  hoped  would  work. 

As  she  bowed  gracefully  before  the  Princess, 
she  asked  if  she  would  like  a  nurse  for  the  baby. 
She  could  get  a  good  one  for  her,  she  was  sure. 

The  Princess  was  very  pleased,  and  asked  Miri- 
am to  do  this.  As  Miriam  ran  quickly  to  her  mother, 
she  told  her  what  had  happened.  The  mother  then 
hurried  back  with  Miriam. 

Of  course  the  Princess  had  no  idea  that  this 
good  nurse  was  the  baby's  mother,  but  she  was 
pleased  with  her.  She  asked  that  she  take  the  baby 
home  and  care  for  him.  Later  when  he  was  older, 
she  said,  she  would  have  him  come  to  the  palace 
to  live.   [End  of  Scene  IV.] 

Now  this  was  just  what  our  Heavenly  Father 
wanted.  While  Moses  was  growing  up,  his  own 
mother  could  and  did  teach  him  of  God,  our  Heav- 
enly Father;  the  true  and  living  God  -  worshiped 
by  the  Israelites.  He  learned  that  God  had  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  that  was  in  and 
on  them.  He  learned  that  God  had  created  the 
people  who  lived  on  this  earth.  He  learned  too,  that 
these  people  were  expected  to  obey  the  command- 
ments of  God  and  to  pray  to  Him.  They  were  to 
thank  Him  for  the  blessings  that  they  had  and  to 
pray  for  wisdom  and  guidance  in  all  things  that 
they  did.  With  this  wise  and  careful  teaching  by 
his  mother,  our  Heavenly  Father  knew  that  when 
Moses  went  to  the  palace  to  live,  he  would  never 
worship  the  idols  of  wood  and  stone  that  the 
Egyptians  did.  [End  of  Scene  V.] 

But  there  was  more  training  that  Moses  needed 
before  he  was  ready  for  the  great  mission  that  the 
Lord  had  in  mind  for  him.  He  needed  to  know  and 
understand  King  Pharaoh  better  and  how  the  peo- 
ple behaved  in  his  court.  He  needed  to  know  why 
the  Egyptians  had  made  slaves  of  the  Israelites. 
He  needed  to  know  the  proper  manner  in  which 
one  talks  to  a  king.  All  this  he  learned  at  the 
palace. 

When  the  time  came  for  Moses  to  lead  his  people 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  he  was  ready,  for  he 
had  been  well  trained  for  the  great  and  important 
mission  that  God  had  chosen  for  him.     [End  of 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story 

Characters  and   Props  Needed  for  this  Presentation  Are: 

Moses'  Father,  and  Aaron  as  a  small  boy.  (OT34.) 

Moses'  Mother.  (OT35.) 

Baby  Moses.  (OT36.) 

Moses  as  a  young  child.  (OT37.) 

Moses  as  a  young  man.  (OT38.) 


Miriam  as  a  young  girl.  (OT39.) 

The  Princess.  (OT40.) 

Her  Maids.  (OT41.) 

The  Basket.  (OT42.) 

King  Pharaoh  on  his  throne.  (OT43.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:   Interior  of  Moses'  parents  home. 
Action:    The  Mother  (OT35),  Father  (OT34),  Miriam 
(OT39),  and  Aaron  (OT34)   are  admiring  the  new 
baby.  (OT36.) 

Scene  II: 

Scenery :   The  River  Nile. 

Action:     Moses'  Mother    (OT35)    and  Miriam    (OT39) 

are  seen  placing  the  basket    (OT42)   in  the  River 

Nile.    They  withdraw. 

Scene  III: 

Scenery:    The  River  Nile,  near  the  palace 

Action:  Miriam  (OT39)  hides  behind  the  tall  grasses. 
The  Princess  (OT40)  and  Maids  (OT41)  come  to 
bathe.  They  discover  the  basket.  (OT42.)  The 
Maids  bring  the  basket  to  the  Princess.  She  takes 
the  baby  in  her  arms. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery :    Same  as  Scene  II. 

Action:  Miriam  (OT39)  offers  to  find  a  nurse  for  the 
Princess'  baby.  (OT36.)  She  returns  with  Moses' 
Mother.  (OT35.)  The  baby  is  given  to  her  by  the 
Princess  to  care  for. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:   Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:     Moses   as  a  young   child    (OT37)    is   seen  at 

his    Mother's   knee.    (OT35.)    He   is   being   taught 

about  our  Heavenly  Father. 

Scene  VI: 

Scenery:   The  throne  room  of  the  palace. 
Action:     Moses    (OT38)    is    seen    talking    with    King 
Pharaoh.  (OT43.)    His  Egyptian  Mother,  the  Prin- 
cess (OT40),  is  seen  nearby. 


Suggested  Scene   Staging 


Scene  I 


Scene  II 


Scene  III 


Scene  IV 


Scene  V 


Scene  VI 


20 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Be  Slow  to  Anger 

We  believe  that  God  is  a  Being  with  "body, 
parts  and  passions"  —  passions  being  emotions. 
While  God  expresses  love,  mercy,  and  limitless  other 
pleasant  emotions,  He  may  also  express  anger, 
which  anger  is  always  justified  and  controlled. 

In  our  personal  development  we,  too,  may  expect 
to  meet  situations  which  justify  anger.  In  reacting 
to  such  circumstances,  we  should  endeavor  to 
handle  our  emotions  as  God  would  —  in  righteous- 
ness and  with  self-control.  This  is  possible.  It  is 
worth  our  utmost  effort  to  live  in  harmony  with 
others  and  to  attain  the  perfection  for  which  we 
are  striving. 

Shown  in  the  accompanying  chart1  is  the  emo- 
tional development  of  an  infant,  commencing  sim- 
ply with  excitement  and  progressing  through  stages 
of  differentiation.  This  process  of  differentiation 
continues  until  the  normal  range  of  emotions  is 
reached  in  adulthood.  Learning  what  to  like  and 
what  to  hate,  to  be  charitable,  angry,  patient, 
serene,  courageous,  merciful,  magnanimous,  tol- 
erant, and  forgiving  in  keeping  with  appropriate 
emotional  reactions  are  signs  of  growing  up. 

Accepting  Paul's  dissertation  on  charity  (/  Cor- 
inthians 13)  and  trying  to  emulate  it,  seeing  virtue 
in  self-control  and  cultivating  it,  expressing  grati- 
tude and  appreciation  freely  and  sincerely  are  all 
indications  of  maturity.  By  practicing  what  they 
preach,  parents  endeavor  to  teach  their  children 
emotional  habits  such  as  these. 
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If  by  the  words,  ".  .  .  anger  resteth  in  the 
bosom  of  fools"  (Ecclesiastes  7:9),  the  biblical 
writer  meant  that  it  is  a  foolish  person  who  remains 


(For  Course  26,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Courtesy,"  and  lesson  of 
March  18,  "Good  Temper";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Strong — 
through  Self-control";  and  for  home  use.) 

differentiation  of  emotions  during  the  first  two  years.  Based  on 
K.  M.  B.  Bridges,  "Emotional  Development  in  Early  Infancy,"  Child 
Development,  Vol.  3,  1932;  pages  324-347. 


angry,  we  can  understand  why  insomnia,  head- 
aches, stomach  troubles,  allergies,  etc.,  can  be 
aggravated  by  resentment  —  a  carry-over  from 
anger.  Unless  anger  is  controlled,  one  can  neither 
think  clearly  nor  do  good  work.  Just  as  surely  as 
the  Lord's  Spirit  cannot  dwell  in  an  unclean  tab- 
ernacle, it  cannot  dwell,  either,  in  a  mind  sullied  by 
angry  thoughts. 

Plutarch  is  credited  with  saying,  "Frequent  fits 
of  anger  produce  in  the  soul  a  propensity  to  be 
angry;  which  ofttimes  ends  in  choler,  bitterness 
and  morosity,  when  the  mind  becomes  ulcerated, 
peevish  and  querulous,  and  is  wounded  by  the  least 
occurrence." 

Not  only  must  one  control  his  own  anger,  but 
he  must  deal  wisely  with  anger  in  others  as  well. 
Anticipating  and  recognizing  reactions  and  emo- 
tional states  is  a  constant  practice  in  the  lives 
of  people  who  get  along  successfully  with  others. 
An  agreeable,  well-adjusted  person  skirts  a  touchy 
situation  with  finesse ;  he  uses  the  soft  answer ;  he 
elevates  the  circumstance  to  a  high  plane  where 
friction  and  misunderstanding  are  eliminated  or 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

When  dealing  with  an  angry  adversary,  such  a 
person  might  say  to  himself,  "The  Lord  is  with  me. 
How  would  He  handle  this?"  Taking  the  time  to 
think  along  these  lines,  he  can  compose  himself 
and  become  receptive  to  the  spiritual  guidance  for 
which  he  is  silently  asking.  "He  best  keeps  from 
anger  who  remembers  that  God  is  always  looking 
upon  him."  (Plato) 

Along  the  lines  of  understanding  others  and 
ourselves,  T.  C.  Haliburton  has  written:  "When 
a  man  is  wrong  and  won't  admit  it,  he  always  be- 
comes angry."  He  becomes  defensive ;  with  less  and 
less  to  defend,  he  may  resort  to  petulance  or  icy 
offishness,  or  maybe  to  speaking  louder  and  louder 
until  he  is  in  a  screaming  rage.  (Witness  Mr. 
Khrushchev's  behavior.) 

A  bishop  must  be  ".  .  .  not  soon  angry,  .  .  .  that 
he  may  be  able  by  sound  doctrine  both  to  exhort 
and  to  convince  the  gainsayers  [unruly,  vain  talk- 
ers and  deceivers]."  (Titus  1:7-10.)  "The  Lord  is 
.  .  .  gracious,  slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in 
mercy."  (Psalm  103  :8.)  God  was  not  angered,  but 
grieved,  because  of  the  behavior  of  men  at  the  time 
of  Noah.  He  did  not  destroy  the  people  until  they 
had  heard  the  warnings  of  Noah.  There  are  several 
references  in  the  Old  Testament  to  the  wrath,  fury, 
and  anger  of  Jehovah. 

The  New  Testament,  too,  contains  a  reference 
to  Jesus'  anger  when  the  Pharisees  questioned  the 
propriety  of  His  healing  the  man  with  the  withered 

(Concluded  on  page  23.) 


JANUARY     1962 


21 


JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


A  THREE-YEAR-OLD  COMES 
TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 


When  he  is  3  years  old,  a  child  may  have  his 
first  experience  in  an  organized  group  situation  in 
a  ward  Sunday  School. 

For  many  children,  plans  for  this  experience 
have  been  in  the  making  since  they  were  very 
young.  Their  parents  have  provided  a  secure  home 
situation.  They  have  had  wholesome  relations  in 
the  family  group.  They  have  had  many  happy  ex- 
periences with  the  family  members.  They  have 
sung  and  prayed  together.  They  have  read  together. 
They  have  enjoyed  the  wonders  of  an  interesting 
and  beautiful  world  together. 

Many  are  fortunate  in  having  participated  each 
week  in  an  hour  of  worship  with  the  family  in 
the  home. 

Their  first  experiences  in  worship  out  of  the 
home  have  been  in  a  Church  situation  with  father, 
mother,  or  other  older  members  of  the  family. 

Feeling  safe  and  secure  among  a  large  group 
of  people  has  given  them  a  confident  feeling  and 
an  opportunity  to  feel  the  spirit  of  a  worship 
service. 

Children  who  have  had  these  experiences  are 
those  who  usually  make  a  happy  adjustment  in  the 
first  group  experience  with  children  of  their  own 
age. 

Some  3-year-old  children  will  not  have  exper- 
ienced these  basic  religious  feelings  nor  have  had 
the  social  experiences. 

Some  may  have  been  in  families  who  have  had 
unfortunate  things  happen  to  them.  Many  such 
experiences  would  have  made  it  difficult  for  a  3- 
year-old  to  adjust  without  a  lot  of  guidance  given 
with  understanding. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  parents,  it  is  wise 
to  plan  for  these  children  to  have  gradual  partici- 
pation in  Sunday  School  with  other  children  of 
this  age. 

A  parent  may  come  and  sit  near  his  child  and 
give  the  child  an  opportunity  to  observe  the  other 
children  until  he  is  ready  to  move  into  the  group. 
This  may  take  some  time.  He  may  first  turn  to 
the  blocks  or  the  crayons  or  the  dolls. 

As  he  experiences  success  and  satisfaction  from 


A  mother  may  wish  to  accompany  her  3-year-old  to  Sunday 
School  while  the  child  is  adjusting  to  his  new  experience. 

his  play,  he  may  turn  with  interest  toward  another 
child,  then  to  a  small  group  of  children  and  then 
perhaps  to  the  book  table  to  hear  a  story  with  a 
group.  The  progress  is  gradual. 

He  experiences  many  satisfactions.  He  begins 
to  feel  secure  in  a  larger  group  and  can  join  the 
other  children  with  confidence  and  can  worship 
with  feeling. 

All  this  may  happen  under  the  guidance  of  a 
prayerful,  skillful  teacher  who  has  helped  parents 
catch  the  vision  and  thus  has  received  their  co- 
operation. 

The  nursery  teacher  has  a  special  opportunity 
each  Sunday  to  make  children  want  to  come  to 
Sunday  School.  As  her  small  group  of  children 
gather  near  her,  the  roll  call  is  a  very  special  time. 
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Each  child  gets  recognition  as  a  person;  if 
something  special  has  happened  in  his  home  or  if 
one  has  been  absent,  an  impressive  welcome  is 
given  by  the  children  and  teacher  to  let  him  know 
that  he  was  missed. 

If  one  is  absent,  the  group  makes  plans  to 
remember  him  with  something  special. 

If  a  child  is  to  have  a  birthday  during  the 
week  to  come,  a  short,  special  birthday  greeting 
should  be  given  and  a  special  birthday  song  sung 
by  the  children. 

Following  this  warm  and  personalized  greeting, 
the  children  participate  in  a  short  worship  service 
of  song,  prayer,  and  a  story  of  Gospel  teaching. 


The  vital  part  of  all  Gospel  teachings  is  in  liv- 
ing the  principles. 

It  is  important  that  the  3-year-old  has  an  op- 
portunity to  live  the  Gospel  teachings  as  he  plays 
with  children  of  his  own  age  in  a  structured,  rich 
environment  and  under  the  guidance  and  insight 
of  mature  teachers.  Only  then  are  the  very  young 
children  in  the  Church  getting  basic  religious 
training. 

These  meaningful  experiences  come  with  the 
opportunity  to  live  for  an  hour  each  Sunday  in  a 
well-planned,  appropriately  furnished  and  care- 
fully guided  Sunday  School  nursery. 

— Addie  L.  Swapp.. 


BE    SLOW    TO    ANGER    (Concluded  from  page  21.) 

hand  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  Jesus  is  pictured  casting 
out  the  money-changers  from  the  temple.  His  voice 
no  doubt  was  forceful  and  angry  as  He  said,  "...  It 
is  written,  My  house  shall  be  called  the  house  of 
prayer;  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves." 
(Matthew  21:13.)  In  the  twenty-third  chapter  of 
Matthew  are  found  many  denunciations  for  differ- 
ent manifestations  of  hypocrisy.  Jesus  called  the 
Pharisees  in  particular,  fools,  serpents,  a  genera- 
tion of  vipers,  children  of  them  who  killed  the 
prophets,  blind  guides,  and  children  of  hell.  The 
Lord's  angry  reactions  were  justified,  we  can  be 
sure. 

"Beware  the  fury  of  a  patient  man"  (John 
Dryden)  is  excellent  advice.  Such  a  man  has  borne 
a  situation  which  has  now  become  unbearable;  he 
has  considered  it  from  every  angle ;  there  has  been 
time  to  think;  he  has  reached  the  present  point 
gradually  and  calmly  and  now  it  is  his  move.  He 
has  kept  cool  and  is  in  command  of  everything. 

Clearly,  all  emotions  must  have  limits.  Only 
in  the  mentally  disturbed  is  found  uninhibited  ex- 
pression. 


There  is  no  need  to  deliberate  here  on  the  evils 
of  anger  uncontrolled.  Prisons,  mental  institutions, 
and  countless  broken  homes  contain  sad  evidence 
that  there  are  people  who  are  unwilling  or  unable 
to  "count  to  ten." 

We  have  parents  to  teach  us,  intellects  to  learn 
with,  spirits  to  discern  good  from  evil,  and  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  dispositions  and  abilities 
to  do  what  we  will  with  our  lives.  An  understand- 
ing of  the  Gospel,  a  willingness  to  sacrifice  and 
obey,  and  an  aspiration  to  exaltation  will  enable  us 
to  live  good  lives  in  which  all  emotions,  includ- 
ing anger,  are  properly  used.  "The  greatest  remedy 
for  anger  is  delay"  (Seneca)  —  to  take  time  to 
think,  to  understand,  and  to  pray. 

— Monroe  H.  and  Cherry  Sale  Brown* 


*Dr.  Brown  is  a  professor  of  psychology  and  director  of  the 
Psychological  Clinic  at  the  University  of  Utah,  and  is  chairman  of  the 
Utah  State  Board  of  Education.  He  is  senior  president  of  the  Eighth 
Quorum  of  Seventy  and  has  filled  a  mission  to  Great  Britain.  Sister 
Brown  has  served  on  the  Sunday  School  Stake  Board  of  Emigration 
Stake  and  is  presently  a  Relief  Society  teacher  in  the  Federal  Heights 
Ward.  The  Browns  are  parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  are 
serving  on  foreign  missions.  Both  Brother  and  Sister  Brown  have 
served  as  stake  missionaries. 
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Teacher-Training  Classes 

Particularly  for  Bishops  and  Branch  Presidents 


The  shortage  of  qualified,  dedicated  teachers  is 
the  limiting  factor  in  Sunday  School  work.  To  get 
such  teachers,  we  must  train  them.  Despite  the 
serious  shortage,  less  than  half  of  the  wards  and 
branches  are  now  holding  teacher-training  classes. 

When  William  E.  Berrett,  a  number  of  years 
ago,  took  a  teaching  position  in  Kanab,  he  was 
immediately  made  superintendent  of  the  ward  MIA. 
He  asked  the  bishop  for  recommendations  for  a 
staff.  He  was  told  that  every  qualified  person  in  the 
ward  already  had  one  or  more  jobs. 

The  bishop  agreed  to  send  out  a  questionnaire 
by  his  ward  teachers  which  Brother  Berrett  had 
prepared.  It  was  essentially  the  "Search  for  Tal- 
ent" questionnaire  which  we  have  since  printed  as 
Appendix  G  on  the  last  page  in  The  1961  Sunday 
School  Handbook. 

Brother  Berrett  found  more  people  than  were 
needed  as  a  result  of  this  questionnaire : 

Search   for  Talent 

There  may  be  much  talent  that  is  being  neglected. 

Please  answer  each  question  now  as  briefly  and 

directly  as  possible. 

Thank  you. 

1.  Have  you  ever  taught  in  any  of  the  auxiliaries 
of  the  Church?   If  so,  which  one? 

2.  Are  you  teaching  now? 

If  so,  in  which  organization? 

3.  Regardless  of  whether  you  have  ever  taught  be- 
fore, would  you  desire  to  teach  now  if  you  were 
called? . 


4.  Would  you  be  willing  to  take  a  course  in  teacher 
training  prior  to  being  called  to  serve  so  as  to 
better  equip  yourself  for  that  task?... 


Name 

Address 
Telephone : 


Ward - Stake. 


We  have  circulated  such  a  questionnaire  in  a 
number  of  Gospel  Doctrine  classes  and  have  found 
a  surprisingly  large  number  of  people  anxious  and 
willing  to  teach,  if  called,  who  are  doing  nothing  at 
present. 

Please  read  "A  Challenging  Job — Cure  for  In- 
activity" in  the  March,  1961,  Instructor,  page  90. 

If  we  will  heed  President  McKay's  call,  "Every 
Member  a  Missionary,"  to  bring  those  not  coming 
into  activity  and  then  realize  that  only  40  per  cent 
of  the  ward  and  branch  membership  Church-wide 
now  attend  Sunday  School,  we  can  see  the  neces- 
sity of  having  a  teacher-training  class  in  every 
ward  and  branch  of  the  Church. 

We  have  set  aside  the  time  for  a  teacher-train- 
ing class  while  the  rest  of  the  Sunday  School  is  in 
worship  service.  The  superintendency  may  begin 
the  class  15  minutes  earlier  than  that  if  they  so 
desire.  It  runs  for  26  weeks.  This  may  train  Sun- 
day School  teachers  and  any  other  teachers  the 
bishop  or  branch  president  may  call. 

Let's  do  it  now,  brethren. 

— General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Q.  Is  there  objection  to  calling  high  school  students  just  gradu- 
ating from  seminary  as  Sunday  School  teachers? 

— Annual  Convention. 

A.  Seminary  training  is  encouraged.  However,  it  is  not  recom- 
mended that  teachers  be  chosen  among  young  people  until  after  they 
have  completed  Course  18  or  19  or  have  had  two  years  of  Gospel 
message  study  in  the  Sunday  School.  See  The  1961  Sunday  School 
Handbook,  pages  38  and  55. 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


"The  Good  Life"  Recorded 

The  Society  for  the  Aid  of 
the  Sightless  is  recording  the 
Gospel  Doctrine  study  course 
for  1962,  "The  Good  Life," 
by  Dr.  Harvey  Fletcher. 
These  recordings  are  being 
published  on  162/3  rpm  rec- 
ords and  can  be  played  on  the 
Model  D  Talking  Book  Ma- 
chine supplied  by  the  govern- 
ment, or  on  any  four-speed 
record  player.  They  will  be 
supplied  free  of  charge  to 
any  blind  person  desiring 
them.  Requests  should  be 
sent  to  the  Society  for  the 
Aid  of  the  Sightless,  47  East 
South  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City 
11,  Utah. 


Coming   Events 

Jan.  7,  1962 

Pupil  Advancement; 

New  Courses  Begin 

•  *      • 

Jan.  1U,  1962 
"100-per-cent"  Sunday 

•  •      • 

Feb.  1U-21, 1962 

Instructor  Campaign 

(If  not  scheduled  previously) 


•      •      ■ 


Apr.  6 ,7  and  8, 1962 
Annual  General  Conference 

•      *      • 

Apr.  8, 1962 

Semi-annual 

Sunday  School  Conference 


•      «      * 


Apr.  22, 1962 
Easter  Sunday 


Memorized   Recitations 


for  March  If,  1962 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  6  and  12  during  January 
and  February,  and  recited  in  the 
worship  service  March  4  (taken 
from  Course  6,  What  It  Means  to 
Be  a  Latter-day  Saint,  and  Course 
12,  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
Ancient  Times). 

Course  6: 

"In  the  beginning  was  the 
Word,  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The 
same  was  in  the  beginning  with 
God.    All  things  were  made  by 


him;  and  without  him  was  not 
any  thing  made  that  was  made. 
In  him  was  life ;  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men.  And  the  light 
shineth  in  darkness ;  and  the  dark- 
ness comprehended  it  not." 

— John  1  :l-5. 

Course  12: 

"Though  he  were  a  Son,  yet 
learned  he  obedience  by  the  things 
which  he  suffered;  And  being 
made  perfect,  he  became  the  au- 
thor of  eternal  salvation  unto  all 
them  that  obey  him." 

— Hebrews  5:8,  9. 


Corrected  Date  and  Lesson 
Chart  for  1962 


COURSE   OF 
STUDY-1961 


COURSE   OF 
STUDY-!  962 


APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1962 


Date  of  Lesson 
JANUARY     7 


JANUARY   14 


JANUARY  21 


JANUARY   28 


FEBRUARY     4 


FEBRUARY  11 


FEBRUARY   18 


FEBRUARY  25 


MARCH 

4 

MARCH 

11 

MARCH 

18 

MARCH 

25 

Course  No.  29: 

A   Marvelous 

Work  and 

a  Wonder 


Course   No.   28: 

The   Articles 

of  Faith 


Gospel 

Essentials — 

Adults 


The  Articles 
of  Faith 

(1) 


The   Standard 
Works   of 
the   Church 

(2) 


The  Prophet 
Joseph   Smith 

(3) 


The  Authenticity 

of  Joseph 

Smith's  Mission 

(4) 


The 
Godhead 

(5) 


The 

Godhead 
(Continued) 

(6) 


The 
Godhead 
(Continued) 

(7) 


Free  Agency 
(8) 


The  Fall 

(9) 


The  Atonement 

(10) 


The  Atonement 
(Continued) 

(11) 


The   First 
Principles  of 
the  Gospel 

(12) 
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\      SIMEON 


NAPHTALI 


BENJAMIN 


The  Patriarchal  Birtlirie^lit 


THE    twelve  tribes   of   Israel  were   organized 
upon    and    ruled   by   the   principles    of   the 
patriarchal  family. 

The  typical  Hebrew  family  was  both  an  eco- 
nomic and  political  institution  and  was  composed 
of  the  oldest  married  male,  his  wives,  his  unmarried 
children,  his  married  sons  with  their  wives  and 
children,  and  possibly  some  slaves. 

Economically  the  family  was  the  most  con- 
venient unit,  for  it  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
and  tending  flocks.  This  common  endeavor  and 
family  arrangement  provided  a  system  of  social 
order  which  was  a  source  of  strength,  authority, 
and  political  influence. 

This  was  a  system  in  which  the  father  had  great 
authority,  but  also  one  in  which  motherhood  was 
exalted.  Celibacy  was  regarded  as  both  a  crime 
and  a  sin;  and  abortion,  infanticide  and  other 
means  of  limiting  population  were  regarded  as 
heinous  abominations. 

The  head  of  each  family  group  (the  oldest  male) 
performed  a  judicial  function  also,  for  the  heads 
of  the  respective  family  groups  constituted  a  coun- 
cil of  elder  members  which  was  the  court  of  law 
and  justice  in  the  tribe. 

In  the  patriarchal  system  of  ancient  Israel,  the 
firstborn  son  to  the  father  must  be  distinguished 
from  sons  who  were  merely  the  first  child  born  to 
one  of  several  wives  of  a  given  husband. 

The  law  regarding  the  right  of  the  firstborn  as 
stated  in  Deuteronomy  21:15-17,  indicates  that  if 
a  man  had  two  wives,  one  beloved  and  one  hated, 
and  the  firstborn  was  the  son  of  the  hated,  "Then 
it  shall  be,  when  he  maketh  his  sons  to  inherit  that 
which  he  hath,  that  he  may  not  make  the  son  of 
the  beloved  firstborn  before  the  son  of  the  hated, 
which  is  indeed  the  firstborn : 

"But  he  shall  acknowledge  the  son  of  the  hated 
for  the  firstborn,  by  giving  him  a  double  portion  of 
all  that  he  hath:  for  he  is  the  beginning  of  his 
strength;  the  right  of  the  firstborn  is  his." 

The  order  of  succession  in  intestacy  (inheriting 
property  without  a  will)  was  as  follows :  first,  sons 
(the  eldest  son  receiving  a   double  portion)    and 


For  Course  8,  lesson  of  March  11,   "A  House  Divided";    and  of 
general  interest.) 


their  descendants ;  then  daughters  and  their  de- 
scendants. If  there  were  no  children,  the  father 
was  heir,  then  brothers  of  the  deceased.  Sisters 
came  after  brothers,  then  their  descendants.  If  a 
son  died  during  his  father's  lifetime,  grandchildren 
succeeded  to  their  father's  share  in  the  estate  of 
their  grandfather.  A  man  was  his  mother's  heir. 
A  husband  was  his  wife's  heir,  but  a  wife  was  not 
her  husband's  heir,  although  she  did  have  her  dow- 
er. (See  Numbers  27:1-11;  36:1-13;  Joshua  17: 
3-6.) 

This  was  a  rigid  order  from  which  one  was  not 
to  depart  in  bequeathing  by  way  of  inheritance, 
although  he  could  do  so  if  he  bequeathed  by  way 
of  gift. 

In  the  days  of  Moses,  daughters  could  inherit 
property  only  if  they  married  within  the  tribe  of 
their  father.  (Numbers  36:1-13.)  By  the  time  of 
Job,  it  was  possible  for  a  father  to  give  an  inherit- 
ance to  his  daughters  along  with  his  sons.  (Job 
42:15.) 

Even  in  the  7th  century  B.C.,  rights  of  property 
were  still  closely  identified  with  the  tribe,  for  the 
book  of  Jeremiah  suggests  that  when  land  was  sold, 
it  was  offered  first  of  all  to  a  kinsman.  (Jeremiah 
32:6-14.) 

Familial  relations  also  included  another  respon- 
sibility to  the  group  in  what  is  called  the  levirate 
marriage  (from  Latin  levir,  meaning  a  husband's 
brother) .   Part  of  the  law  reads : 

//  brethren  dwell  together,  and  one  of  them  die, 
and  have  no  child,  the  wife  of  the  dead  shall  not 
marry  without  unto  a  stranger:  her  husband's 
brother  shall  go  in  unto  her,  and  take  her  to  him 
to  wife,  and  perform  the  duty  of  an  husband's 
brother  unto  her.  And  it  shall  be,  that  the  firstborn 
which  she  beareth  shall  succeed  in  the  name  of  his 
brother  which  is  dead,  that  his  name  be  not  put 
out  of  Israel.    (See  Deuteronomy  25 :5-10.) 

This  firstborn  then  succeeded  to  the  place  of  his 
mother's  first  husband  so  that  the  husband's  name, 
rights,  and  property  would  not  be  lost. 

Not  only  were  there  economic,  political,  judicial, 
and  social  responsibilities  and  blessings  associated 
with  birthright,  but  there  were  also  priesthood  re- 
sponsibilities and  blessings. 
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System  of  Ancient  Israel 


Abraham  tells  us  that  he  ".  .  .  became  a  rightful 
heir,  a  High  Priest,  holding  the  right  belonging  to 

the  fathers."  He  says : 

It  was  conferred  upon  me  from  the  fathers;  it 
came  down  from  the  fathers,  from  the  beginning  of 
time,  yea,  even  from  the  beginning,  or  before  the 
foundations  of  the  earth  to  the  present  time,  even 
the  right  of  the  firstborn,  on  the  first  man,  who  is 
Adam,  our  first  father,  through  the  fathers  unto  me. 
(Abraham  1 :2,  3.) 

God  made  a  special  covenant  with  Abraham  in 
which  He  said : 

And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I 
will  bless  thee  above  measure,  and  make  thy  name 
great  among  all  nations,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  bless- 
ing unto  thy  seed  after  thee,  that  in  their  hands 
they  shall  bear  this  ministry  and  Priesthood  unto 
all  nations.  (Abraham  2 :9.  See  also  Abraham  2:8- 
11  and  Genesis  12:1-3;  17:1-8.) 

Among  those  who  were  the  rightful  heirs  as  the 
firstborn  who  lost  the  blessing  were  Esau  (Gene- 
sis 25:24-34),  Reuben  (Genesis  35:22;  49:3,  4; 
/  Chronicles  5:1,  2),  and  Mannasseh  (Genesis  48). 
Perhaps  the  most  pathetic  case  was  that  of  Esau. 
Not  only  did  he  lose  a  double  portion  of  his  father's 
property,  but  being  in  the  patriarchal  succession 
with  Abraham  and  Isaac,  he  was  the  rightful  heir 
to  be  the  founder  of  a  holy  nation,  to  minister  the 
covenant  which  would  bless  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  etc.  With  contempt  for  these  great  spiritual 
opportunities  and  a  desire  to  satisfy  his  passion  for 
food,  he  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

Just  as  Jacob  supplanted  Esau,  so  Joseph  sup- 
planted Reuben,  and  Ephraim  supplanted  Manas- 
sen.  In  the  days  of  Jeremiah,  the  Lord  reaffirmed 
the  position  of  Ephraim  when  He  declared :  "... 
I  am  a  father  to  Israel,  and  Ephraim  is  my  first- 
born." (Jeremiah  31 :9.) 

It  is  principally  Ephraim,  to  date,  who  consti- 
tutes God's  covenant  people  in  the  dispensation  of 
the  fulness  of  times.  And  due  to  changes  in  time 
and  place  and  the  distribution  of  those  of  the  noble 
birthright  at  the  present  time  in  relation  to  various 
governments,  etc.,  the  present  covenant  is  not  so 
much  one  of  economic,  political,  judicial,  and  social 
arrangements  as  it  is  one  of  priesthood  arrange- 
ments with  its  blessings  and  responsibilities. 


And  according  to  the  ancient  covenant,  whether 
one  is  of  the  literal  seed  of  Abraham  or  not,  if  he 
will  receive  the  Gospel,  he  shall  be  called  after 
Abraham's  name  and  shall  be  accounted  his  seed 
and  will  be  blessed.    (See  Abraham  2:10.) 

In  addition  to  those  who  accept  the  Gospel  mes- 
sage as  converts,  there  are,  of  course,  those  who  are 
born  to  parents  who  are  members  of  the  Church, 
and  still  others  who  are  born  to  parents  who  were 
not  only  members  of  the  Church,  but  who  accepted 
the  new  and  everlasting  covenant  of  marriage  in 
the  temple.  The  latter  group  are  those  who  are 
born  under  the  covenant. 

In  Jewish  thought,  some  have  taken  the  view 
that  the  Israelite  inherited  the  Torah  (the  Law). 
Certain  rabbis  have  insisted  that  the  Torah  was  not 
merely  an  heirloom,  but  something  which  had  to 
be  achieved  by  effort.  Goethe,  in  the  same  spirit, 
said :  "What  thou  hast  inherited  from  thy  fathers, 
be  sure  thou  earn  it  that  it  may  be  truly  thine." 
Or  as  another  has  said,  "The  Torah  is  Israel's 
communal  inheritance,  but  the  individual  has  to 
win  for  himself  the  right  to  share." 

Similarly,  even  the  great  blessings  of  being  born 
under  the  covenant  are  no  guarantee  of  exaltation. 
As  President  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  has  said : 

All  children  born  under  the  covenant,  who  do 
not  commit  the  unpardonable  sin,  or  sin  unto  death, 
will  belong  to  their  parents  in  eternity,  "but  that 
does  not  mean  that  they,  because  of  that  birthright, 
will  inherit  celestial  glory.  The  faith  and  faithful- 
ness of  fathers  and  mothers  will  not  save  disobe- 
dient children. 

"Salvation  is  an  individual  matter,  and  if  a 
person  who  has  been  born  under  the  covenant  rebels 
and  denies  the  Lord,  he  will  lose  the  blessings  of 
exaltation.  Every  soul  will  be  judged  according  to 
his  works,  and  the  wicked  cannot  inherit  eternal 
life.  We  cannot  force  salvation  upon  those  who  do 
not  want  it."1 

Whether  one's  blessings  come  by  covenant  only, 
or  by  birthright  and  covenant,  they  can  be  main- 
tained and  realized  fully  only  by  walking  uprightly 
before  the  Lord.  — David  H.  Yarn,  Jr. 


1  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Doctrines  of  Salvation,  Vol.  II,  1956;  Book- 
craft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  pages  90,  91. 
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Come,  O  Thou  King  of  Kings 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  March 


"Come,  0  Thou  King  of  Kings" ;  author,  Parley 
P.  Pratt ;  composer  unknown ;  Hymns  —  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  20. 

This  earnest,  warmhearted  hymn  was  included 
in  the  first  hymnbook  published  by  the  Church  in 
1835  and  has  been  sung  to  various  hymn-melodies. 
It  was  written  by  that  prince  of  Gospel-restoration 
poetry,  Parley  P.  Pratt,  member  of  the  first  Quorum 
of  Twelve  Apostles  in  the  latter-day  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  At  various  times  he  presided  over 
the  Canadian,  British,  Eastern  States,  and  Califor- 
nia missions.   He  died  in  1857  at  the  age  of  50. 

Many  of  our  finest  hymns  were  written  by  Par- 
ley P.  Pratt.  For  example:  "An  Angel  from  on 
High,"  "As  the  Dew  from  Heaven  Distilling,"  "The 
Morning  Breaks,  the  Shadows  Flee."  We  can  find 
no  more  beautiful  poetic  expressions  concerning  the 
Lord's  present-day  work. 

"Come,  O  Thou  King  of  Kings"  is  both  spiritual 
and  spirited  in  quality.  It  is  obviously  spiritual  in 
being  addressed  to  the  heavenly  throne  and  is  there- 
fore a  prayer.  But  let  that  not  deter  us  from  sing- 
ing with  strong  voices,  for  it  is  also  intense  and 
earnest  and  accented  like  a  grand  hosannah.  The 
expression  in  this  hymn  calls  for  singing  fervently 
and  loudly  throughout. 

To  the  Chorister: 

To  inspire  such  warmhearted  and  gladsome 
singing,  let  the  chorister  lead  out  with  large  baton 
movements.  Remember  that  small  baton  patterns 
indicate  soft  singing  and  large  ones  encourage  loud 
singing. 

Do  try  to  give  a  generous  and  clear  preparatory 
beat  before  each  stanza.  This  consists  in  this  in- 
stance of  a  full  outward  swing  of  both  arms,  during 
which  our  singers  will  take  opportunity  to  inhale 


so  that  they  are  then  filled  with  air  to  sing  the 
first  word. 

The  moderate  tempo  for  this  hymn  is  92  beats 
per  minute.  Do  not  take  it  any  faster  than  this, 
unless  you  are  willing  to  lose  spirituality  and 
grandeur.  With  the  right  tempo,  the  people  will 
breathe  quite  naturally  every  two  measures,  taking 
a  quarter  rest  from  the  dotted  half  notes. 

To  the  Organist: 

To  inspire  the  right  kind  of  singing,  the  organ- 
ist can  lead  out  in  several  ways.  First,  use  a  strong 
and  bright  registration — one  with  four-foot  and 
two-foot  stops  and  super-octave  couplers.  Second, 
use  a  firm,  not  a  wobbly,  tone.  Third,  play  this 
hymn  with  a  strong,  regular  rhythm.  Try  to  co- 
operate with  the  chorister  toward  a  moderate  tem- 
po of  92  beats  per  minute.  This  is  almost  exactly 
equal  to  three  beats  for  every  two  seconds  on  your 
watch. 

Do  you  ever  transpose?  For  congregational 
singing  this  hymn  should  be  done  in  a  lower  key. 
If  you  are  not  skilled  in  transposition,  then  put  it 
on  your  agenda  for  practice.  "That  which  you 
persist  in  doing  becomes  easy." 

In  the  accompanying  music  we  offer  this  hymn, 
for  your  convenience,  in  the  more  comfortable  key 
of  G  Major,  together  with  suggested  fingering. 
Can  you  find  where  finger  number  zero  is  indicated  ? 
That  means  that  the  particular  note  is  to  be  played 
in  the  left  hand  rather  than  the  right.  If  your 
fingering  habits  do  not  serve  you  as  well  as  you 
would  like,  then  studious  practice  of  this  example 
should  bring  improvement. 

When  the  people  hear  you  play  this  hymn,  let 
them  feel  an  ardently  devout  spirit  coming  to 
their  ears  through  your  fingers  and  the  organ. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 


Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  March 


"An  Angel  from  on  High" ;  au- 
thor, Parley  P.  Pratt;  composer, 
J.  Spencer  Cornwall;  The  Chil- 
dren Sing,  No.  47. 

Organists  and  choristers  need 
to  plan  with  the  assistant  superin- 


tendent in  charge  of  Junior  Sun- 
day School  and  with  the  coordina- 
tor so  as  to  have  unity  of  purpose 
throughout  the  worship  service. 
Teaching  the  Gospel  through  mu- 
sic is  a  real  challenge  to  musi- 


cians. It  takes  constant  effort  and 
many  hours  of  practice  to  measure 
up  to  the  expectations  of  such  an 
important  assignment. 

To  the  Chorister: 

This  hymn  may  be  introduced 
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by  using  the  flannelboard  figures 
of  Joseph  and  Moroni  found  in  the 
flannel  cutouts  for  The  Children 
Sing,  Series  1.  To  help  the  chil- 
dren learn  to  recognize  the  Bible 
and  the  Book  of  Mormon,  place 
these  books  where  they  can  be 
referred  to  as  the  flannelboard 
story  is  told.  The  story  should  be 
told  briefly  and   in   very  simple 


language  so  that  all  the  children 
can  understand  it. 

Children  learn  a  song  by  hear- 
ing it;  thus,  the  chorister  should 
sing  this  selection  to  them.  Vary 
this  presentation  by  having  the 
chorister  sing  the  stanza  and  the 
officers  and  teachers  join  in  the 
refrain. 

It  may  be  helpful  to  teach  this 
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selection  by  the  phrase  method. 
Some  of  the  words  and  phrases 
will  need  simple  explanations  so 
that  the  boys  and  girls  will  gain 
some  understanding  of  what  they 
are  singing.  If  only  the  first  stan- 
za and  refrain  of  the  hymn  are 
learned,  this  month's  assignment 
will  have  been  successfully  carried 
out. 

If  children  are  to  understand 
the  message  of  a  hymn,  they  must 
hear  it  many  times.  During  part 
of  the  hymn  practice  period,  re- 
view hymns  previously  taught. 
Use  these  for  opening  and  closing 
hymns  and,  if  appropriate,  for 
sacramental  hymns.  Children  tire 
quickly  when  too  much  time  is 
spent  practicing  on  one  hymn; 
therefore,  the  practice  period  is 
an  excellent  time  in  which  to  re- 
view songs  previously  practiced. 
This  ensures  that  hymns  are  not 
forgotten  and  that  children  are 
building  a  good  repertoire  of  Gos- 
pel hymns.  Another  advantage  is 
that  boys  and  girls  feel  secure  and 
comfortable  when  singing  hymns 
they  know  well;  and  thus,  they 
enjoy  the  singing. 
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Organ  Music  to  Accompany  March  Sacrament  Gems 
LENTO  Alexander  Schreiner 
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To   the   Organist: 

The  prelude  and  postlude  music 
found  in  The  Instructor  are  used 
before  and  after  the  sacrament 
gem.  To  help  create  an  attentive 
mood  in  preparation  for  the  sac- 
rament service,  they  should  be 
played  softly  and  reverently. 

— Edith  Nash. 
March  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Blessed  are  ye  if  ye  shall 
keep  my  commandments,  which 
the  Father  hath  commanded  me 
that  I  should  give  unto  you."1 

■ 

For  Junior  Sunday  School 

Jesus  said: 

".  .  .  Have  peace  one  with  an- 
other."2 


*3  NepU  18:14. 
2Mark  9:50. 
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CONDITIONING    IN   THE    HOME    AND    THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF 

Basic  Behavior  Patterns 

A  lesson  for  parents  by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


Main  Idea:  What  parents  say,  but  especially 
what  they  do,  are  powerful  factors  in  influencing 
the  behavior  of  their  children. 

Sister  Creighton  was  asked  by  her  Sunday 
School  superintendent  to  "teach  a  class"  in  Sunday 
School.  Basically  she  understood  that  her  responsi- 
bility was  to  take  up  45  minutes'  class  time  each 
Sunday  in  presenting  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 
This  she  did  as  best  she  knew  how.  Then  one  day 
she  heard  a  prominent  teacher  say  the  following: 
"No  final  teaching  of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
has  been  done  by  any  teacher  until  the  individual 
lives  those  principles."  This  opened  up  a  whole 
new  line  of  thinking  to  Sister  Creighton.  She  real- 
ized that  she  should  not  simply  discuss  the  prin- 
ciples, but  that  she  should  do  everything  possible 
to  help  the  individual  incorporate  them  into  his 
life.  As  this  became  her  major  objective,  she 
eventually  discovered  that  the  following  were 
among  the  basic  things  she  needed  to  know. 

1.  In  order  to  teach  anyone  anything,  one  must 
know  and  understand  it  himself.  One  cannot  give 
knowledge  to  others  unless  he  himself  possesses  it. 

2.  Plato  said  "Whom  can  I  teach  but  my 
friends?"  When  a  person  considers  another  indi- 
vidual to  be  his  friend,  he  is  much  more  likely  to 
listen  to  what  that  individual  has  to  say  than  if  he 
defines  that  individual  with  a  feeling  of  indifference 
or  hostility. 

3.  When  people  actually  become  involved  in 
presenting  ideas  or  carrying  out  projects,  they 
generally  learn  more  than  when  they  just  listen 
to  someone  else  present  these  ideas  or  principles. 
It  is  often  said  with  regard  to  the  lecture  method 
that  the  teacher  learns  more  than  the  student.  If 
this  is  so,  it  is  because  the  teacher  has  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  presentation  of  the  material.  The 
student  can  accept  it  or  not.  The  student,  therefore, 
may  not  learn  nearly  as  much  as  he  would  if  he 
had  some  responsibility  for  presentation. 

One  teen-age  boy  learned  a  great  deal  about  love 
when  he  and  his  friends  went  out  on  Christmas  Eve 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  February  4,  "Know  Your  Class  Mem- 
bers"; for  Course  25,  lessons  of  February  4-25,  "Human  Nature  Can  Be 
Improved,"  and  lessons  of  March  4-25,  "The  Nature  of  Obedience"; 
and  for  home  use.) 


and  sang  songs  and  did  other  things  for  people  who 
were  ill  and  confined.  As  he  experienced  the  appre- 
ciation from  them,  his  own  soul  was  touched  much 
more  than  it  had  been  by  simply  listening  to  lec- 
tures on  loving  one's  neighbor,  although  discussion 
of  the  subject  had  been  useful  to  him. 

4.  If  a  teacher  understands  a  student,  his  abili- 
ties, his  background,  his  hopes,  his  fears,  and  his 
potentials,  he  is  able  to  teach  him  much  more 
effectively  than  is  possible  if  he  does  not  possess 
this  understanding.  Often  a  teacher  assumes  that 
a  student  has  the  same  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing as  he  himself  possesses,  but  this  may  not  be  the 
case  at  all.  This  is  why  many  students  say,  "The 
teacher  is  talking  over  my  head."  Before  a  student 
can  understand  a  new  idea,  he  must  have  had 
some  experience  with  it.  This  is  why  Christ  used 
parables  in  which  He  spoke  directly  about  the 
experience  of  the  people  to  whom  he  talked.  This 
is  why  He  used  the  tangible  to  illustrate  the  in- 
tangible. "The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  mustard 
seed,"  He  would  say.  When  He  tried  to  illustrate 
"Who  is  my  neighbor?"  He  talked  about  the  Sa- 
maritans and  the  Jews.  Supposing  He  had  talked 
about  the  Navaho  and  Ute  Indians.  Much  of  the 
meaning  of  the  story  would  have  been  lost  because 
the  Jews  knew  nothing  about  Indians. 

5.  A  great  teacher  inspires  his  students  to  grow 
from  within.  Through  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
wisdom,  and  understanding,  they  do  many  things 
of  their  "own  free  will  and  choice." 

Once  she  understood  these  basic  ideas  about 
teaching,  Sister  Creighton  tried  to  apply  them  in 
her  own  home,  as  well  as  in  her  class.  She  soon 
discovered  that  during  the  early  years  of  their 
lives,  her  children  imitated  her  own  behavior.  For 
example,  one  day  she  read  a  quotation  which  said, 
"Out  of  the  mouths  of  children  come  words  their 
parents  never  should  have  spoken."  She  began  to 
notice  that  her  own  children  made  the  same  gram- 
matical mistakes  as  she  and  her  husband  made. 
Wishing  to  teach  her  children  correct  modes  of 
speech,  she  corrected  her  own  grammar.  Realizing 
that  the  student  will  learn  more  effectively  if  a 
friendly  attitude  exists  between  a  teacher  and  a 


30 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


Young  people  can  learn  a  great  deal  about  love  for  their 
neighbor  through  such  experiences  as  Christmas  caroling 
for  people  ivho   are  ill   and  are  confined  to   their  homes. 

student,  she  did  more  to  show  her  children  that 
she  accepted  them  as  human  beings.  Wishing  to 
gain  understanding  concerning  them,  she  began 
to  listen  to  what  they  said  with  a  real  desire  to 
understand,  instead  of  always  telling  them  what 
to  do. 

One  day  the  telephone  rang,  and  the  person  on 
the  other  end  of  the  line  wanted  to  speak  to  her 
husband.  He  was  extremely  busy  and  yelled  to  the 
child  who  had  answered,  "Tell  him  I'm  not  in." 
Sister  Creighton  heard  this  and  suddenly  tried  to 
place  herself  in  the  position  of  her  child.  She 
wondered  what  her  child  would  think.  That  night 
she  and  her  husband  had  a  long  discussion  about 
what  they  actually  did  in  the  home  and  how  it 
affected  their  children. 

This  discussion  vitally  affected  Brother  Creigh- 
ton, her  husband.  One  day  shortly  thereafter,  he 
attended  a  Parent  and  Youth  class  in  which  the 
teacher  talked  about  the  importance  of  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  "teaching  moments"  in  the  home 
to  make  the  meaning  of  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
more  clear.  Now  it  gradually  began  to  occur  to 
him  that  if  he  were  to  do  this  effectively,  he  would 
have  to  (1)  understand  these  principles  himself, 
and   (2)  actually  live  them  in  the  home. 

How  parents  basically  feel  about  their  children, 
their  actual  behavior  in  various  situations  that 
arise,  and  the  things  they  say  will  be  imitated  by 
their  children  in  the  early  years  of  these  children's 
lives.  For  this  reason,  the  family  is  probably  the 
most  important  teaching  organization  in  our  soci- 
ety.  The  point  to  be  emphasized  is  that  the  family 
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not  only  may  teach  a  variety  of  things  but  that  it 
does  teach  because  of  this  conditioning  process 
which  goes  on  in  the  lives  of  children  as  they  imi- 
tate the  behavior  of  their  parents  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family. 

This  causes  a  parent  who  realizes  it  to  examine 
his  own  actions  and  behavior.  For  a  parent  who  is 
a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints,  this  means  that  he  regularly  studies  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  and  regularly  takes  ad- 
vantage of  the  "teaching  moments"  to  make  them 
clear  to  his  children.  This  will  be  most  efficiently 
done  if  he  follows  the  principles  of  effective  teach- 
ing outlined  above. 


Outline  for  Discussion 


Note:    This  lesson  is  designed  for  parents. 
Prayer :    Mother. 
It  is  suggested: 

1.  That  they  discuss  each  one  of  the  principles  of 
effective  teaching  outlined  in  the  lesson. 

2.  That  they  set  aside  a  regular  time  for  increas- 
ing their  own  knowledge  of  the  Gospel.  It  was  for  this 
reason  that  Sunday  afternoon  was  suggested  as  a  time 
when  one  of  the  important  principles  taught  by  the 
Saviour  might  be  discussed. 

3.  That  they  consciously  look  for  the  "teaching 
moments"  when  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  might  be 
made  clear  to  their  children. 

4.  That  they  realize  that  only  when  an  individual 
is  able  to  "see"  and  understand  the  principle  himself 
will  he  be  most  inclined  to  live  it.  Projects  that  can 
be  carried  out  by  the  child  and  which  will  bring  this 
understanding  are  much  more  effective  than  a  mere 
discussion  of  the  principle. 

5.  That  they  understand  that  the  main  motivation 
the  parent  should  try  to  bring  to  the  child  for  studying 
and  living  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  is  that  one  finds 
lasting  joy  by  so  doing. 

6.  That  the  parents  might  wish  to  rent  a  copy  of 
"A  Time  for  Sowing,"  made  by  the  BYU  Motion  Pic- 
ture Studio,  and  view  it  with  some  neighbors.1 

Prayer :   Father. 


1"A  Time  for  Sowing"  is  a  20-minute,  16  mm  sound  movie 
which  may  be  rented  from  the  BYU  Audio-Visual  Center, 
Provo,  Utah,  at  $4.50  per  day.  There  is  no  charge  for  the  time 
required  in  shipping;  however,  postage  or  shipping  charges  are 
extra.  Specify  whether  you  wish  to  pick  up  the  film  or 
whether  it  should  be  sent  to  you  by  parcel  post,  express,  or 
bus  freight.  A  projector  may  also  be  rented  for  $5.  The  order 
should  be  received  one  or  two  months  early  in  order  to  re- 
serve the  film  for  the  time  you  wish  to  show  it. 
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Having  gained  a  wealth  of  training 
and  experience,  these  authorities 
give  suggestions  for  Instructor 
features  and  articles  which  are  de- 
signed to  help  the  Gospel  teacher. 


G.  NELSON 


L.  C.  ALDER 


M. RASBAND 


E.  B.  BAUER 


O.  R.  SMITH 


Meet  Our  Course  Consultants 


Performing  a  valuable  function  in  the  planning 
of  The  Instructor  are  a  group  of  Sunday  School 
General  Board  members  who  serve  as  Instructor 
course  consultants.  These  people  study  the  lesson 
material  in  the  course  to  which  they  are  assigned 
and  give  valuable  recommendations  for  INSTRUCTOR 
features,  articles,  and  helps  which  supplement  and 
enrich  that  particular  course.  From  their  sugges- 
tions comes  the  'material  which  appears  in  the 
magazine  each  month.  Let  us  make  you  acquainted 
with  these  members  who  are  serving  you,  our 
Gospel  teachers. 

Course    1:      Greldon   Nelson 

Sister  Nelson's  experience  as  a  professional 
teacher  in  the  elementary  schools  of  Ogden,  Utah, 
more  than  qualify  her  as  an  authority  on  young 
children.  She  is  now  principal  of  the  Dee  Elemen- 
tary School  in  Ogden.  She  holds  her  B.A.  and  M.A. 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Utah ;  and  she  is  a 
member  of  several  professional  teaching  societies. 
Sister  Nelson  has  also  served  the  Church  on  ward 
and  stake  levels  as  Junior  Sunday  School  coordina- 
tor, teacher  trainer,  and  YWMIA  president. 

Course   2:      Lorna   Call   Alder 

As  a  professional  teacher,  Sister  Alder  has 
taught  in  most  grades,  from  nursery  to  university 
graduate  classes ;  and  she  is  now  assistant  professor 
of  elementary  education  at  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity. She  holds  a  B.S.  degree  from  BYU  and  an 
M.A.  degree  from  Columbia  University  Teachers' 
College.  She  has  served  the  Church  on  YWMIA 
and  Sunday  School  stake  boards,  and  she  is  a  cub 
scout  den  mother.  She  and  her  attorney  husband, 
F.  M.  Alder,  have  two  young  sons. 

Course   4:      Mima   Rasband 

For  over  20  years  Sister  Rasband  has  been 
ranked  as  an  outstanding  first  grade  teacher  in 
the  Provo  City  Schools,  and  she  is  now  a  member  of 
the  elementary  education  department  at  BYU. 
She  holds  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  from  BYU,  and 
she  has  served  as  president  of  the  Provo  Branch 


Childhood  Education  Association  and  president  of 
the  Provo  Business  and  Professional  Women's  Club. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  Delta  Kappa  Gamma,  an 
honorary  society  for  women  teachers.  She  has 
served  the  Church  in  Sunday  School,  Primary,  and 
YWMIA. 

Course  6:     Edith   B.   Bauer 

Sister  Bauer's  experience  with  meeting  and 
overcoming  grave  problems  have  helped  her  to 
build  a  successful  and  most  useful  life.  She  is 
associate  professor  of  educational  psychology  at 
BYU,  having  received  her  B.A.  degree  from  that 
university  and  her  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  California.  Her  service  in  the  Church  has 
included  teaching  positions  in  all  the  auxiliary 
organizations,  as  well  as  executive  positions  in 
Primary,  YWMIA,  and  Sunday  School.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  children. 

Course  8:      Oliver  R.   Smith 

Brother  Smith  is  presently  serving  The  Instruc- 
tor from  the  Church  College  of  Hawaii,  where  he 
is  teaching  journalism  and  English.  For  14  years 
he  was  chairman  of  the  BYU  journalism  depart- 
ment, and  he  is  a  member  of  several  professional 
organizations.  He  holds  a  B.A.  degree  from  BYU 
and  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University  of  Iowa. 
He  has  served  the  Church  as  a  ward  and  stake  offi- 
cer in  the  YMMIA  and  as  a  high  councilman;  and 
he  served  a  mission  to  the  Eastern  States,  where 
he  helped  launch  the  Hill  Cumorah  Pageant.  He 
and  his  wife,  Barbara  McKay  Smith,  have  eight 
children. 

Course   10:      Marshall  T.   Burton 

As  a  seminary  teacher  and  principal,  Brother 
Burton  has  demonstrated  his  outstanding  ability 
to  work  with  and  to  understand  young  people.  He 
holds  a  B.S.  degree  from  the  U.  of  U. ;  and  he  is 
now  working  toward  an  advanced  degree  at  BYU, 
at  the  same  time  teaching  in  the  laboratory 
school  there.  His  work  in  the  Church  includes 
service  in  the  British  Mission,  where  he  was  a 
district  president;  superintendent  of  his  ward 
Sunday  School ;  and  superintendent  of  his  ward  and 
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C.  D.  HARLAND       C.  W.  HALLIDAY     C.  CHRISTENSEN      W.  G.  BENNETT 


stake  YMMIA.  He  and  his  wife,  June  Barlow  Bur- 
ton, have  four  sons. 

Course    12:      Anthony   I.   Bentley 

Brother  Bentley  brings  a  rich  background  of 
religious  knowledge  to  his  Instructor  calling.  He  is 
assistant  professor  of  religion  at  BYU  and  has  been 
a  seminary  and  institute  of  religion  teacher.  He 
has  served  as  elders  quorum  president,  stake  his- 
torian, YMMIA  and  Sunday  School  superintendent 
and  stake  board  member,  and  as  a  bishop.  He  holds 
a  B.A.  degree  from  BYU  and  an  M.A.  degree  from 
the  University  of  Southern  California.  He  and  his 
wife,  Ella  Farnsworth  Bentley,  have  seven  children. 

Course   14:      Clarence  Tyndall 

Teaching  has  been  the  professional  line  followed 
by  Brother  Tyndall  since  he  received  his  B.S.  de- 
gree from  BYU  in  1941.  He  also  holds  an  M.A. 
degree  from  Stanford  University.  He  taught  in 
high  schools  for  several  years,  then  went  on  to  be- 
come associate  professor  of  education  and  director 
of  audio-visual  instruction  at  BYU.  Brother  Tyn- 
dall is  a  devoted  Sunday  School  worker,  having 
served  as  branch,  ward,  and  stake  Sunday  School 
superintendent.  He  and  his  wife,  Ottella  Watson, 
have  three  children. 

Course   18:      Earl  J.   Glade 

A  well-known  and  loved  member  of  the  Church 
and  of  his  community  is  Brother  Earl  J.  Glade, 
former  Salt  Lake  City  mayor  and  long-time  asso- 
ciate and  builder  of  radio  and  television  in  Utah 
and  in  the  United  States.  He  also  taught  at  the 
University  of  Utah  and  at  BYU;  and  he  was 
awarded  an  honorary  doctorate  by  the  University 
of  Utah  for  his  contributions  to  the  state  in  educa- 
tion and  public  service.  In  the  Church  he  has  served 
as  stake  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  board 
member,  as  bishop's  counselor,  and  as  a  teacher. 
He  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Rasband  Glade,  have  seven 
children. 

Course  20:      C.   Derek  Harland 

As  head  of  the  education  department  of  the 
Genealogical  Society  and  as  the  author  of  two 
genealogical  books,  Brother  Harland  makes  an  au- 
thoritative contribution  to  The  Instructor  in  the 
field  of  genealogy.  Educated  in  England,  Brother 
Harland  became  the  youngest  vocation  and  educa- 
tional guidance  counselor  hired  by  the  British 
Ministry  of  Education.    A  convert  to  the  Church, 


he  has  served  as  branch  president,  high  council- 
man, and  stake  genealogical  chairman.  He  married 
Mary  Henderson,  and  they  have  two  children. 

Course  25:      Camille  Woodbury   HaEHday 

Twenty  years  of  teaching  in  the  Salt  Lake  City 
schools  has  given  Sister  Halliday  an  unusually  keen 
understanding  of  young  people  and  their  problems. 
She  received  her  B.S.  degree  from  the  University 
of  Utah;  and  during  1960-61  she  was  president  of 
the  local  chapter  of  Alpha  Delta  Kappa,  an  inter- 
national honorary  teachers'  sorority.  She  has  served 
in  the  Sunday  School,  Primary,  and  Relief  Society. 
Sister  Halliday  has  four  sons,  one  daughter  and  19 
grandchildren. 

Course  26:      Carl  J.   Christensen 

A  man  of  many  responsibilities,  Brother  Chris- 
tensen is  known  as  an  inventor,  physical  chemist, 
educator,  and  Churchman.  A  member  of  five  pro- 
fessional societies,  he  was  formerly  a  research  sci- 
entist with  the  Bell  Telephone  Laboratories  in  New 
York,  a  former  dean  of  the  College  of  Mines  and 
Mineral  Industries  at  the  U.  of  U.  and  is  now  co- 
ordinator of  cooperative  research  there  and  Direc- 
tor of  the  Utah  Engineering  Experiment  Station. 
He  has  his  B.S.  degree  from  BYU,  his  M.S.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  his  Ph.D. 
degree  from  the  University  of  California  at  Berke- 
ley. In  the  Church  he  has  served  as  Sunday  School 
teacher  and  stake  board  member,  bishop,  high 
councilman,  and  counselor  to  the  stake  president. 
He  and  his  wife,  Alberta  Huish  Christensen,  have 
four  children  and  ten  grandchildren. 

Course  28:      Wallace  G.   Bennett 

Brother  Bennett's  rich  experiences  in  the  mis- 
sionary program  of  the  Church  are  invaluable  in 
his  contributions  to  The  Instructor.  He  served  as 
secretary  to  Elder  Alma  Sonne  when  Elder  Sonne 
was  president  of  the  European  Mission,  he  has 
served  as  a  guide  on  Temple  Square,  and  he  was 
president  of  the  San  Francisco  Stake  mission.  He 
has  also  been  YMMIA  superintendent,  Sunday 
School  teacher,  and  high  councilman.  Brother  Ben- 
nett is  personnel  director  of  Bennett's  in  Salt  Lake 
City ;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Utah 
Pioneers,  Pioneer  Chapter;  the  Executives  Associ- 
ation of  Salt  Lake  City;  and  the  Advisory  Council 
on  Personnel  Administration  of  the  National  In- 
dustrial Conference  Board.  He  married  Theda  Call, 
and  they  have  four  sons. 
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THE    SILENT    VOICE 

THIS  DIVINE  GIFT  HAS  BEEN  A  GUIDE  AND  COMFORT  TO   MAN   SINCE  ADAM 


The  scriptures  are  replete  with  examples  of  the 
Lord's  warnings  to  His  children  and  His  gift  of 
inspiration  to  them  in  times  of  decision.  Glorious 
blessings  were  poured  out  upon  those  who  heeded 
these  warnings. 

Such  incidents  are  not  confined  to  our  ancestors 
of  Biblical  and  Book  of  Mormon  times.  This  gift  of 
the  Spirit  is  ours  if  we  will  receive  it.  Following 
are  examples  from  two  former  mission  presidents 
who  report  the  blessings  of  some  who  listened. 

A  Family  United  for  Eternity 

Paul  Van1  came  home  from  his  work  later  than 
usual  on  this  eventful  night.  The  night  was  event- 
ful because  what  Paul  saw  and  heard  as  he  opened 
the  front  door  somehow  touched  a  responsive  cord. 
Nothing  had  ever  affected  him  quite  like  this. 

About  two  years  before,  he  had  reluctantly 
given  consent  for  his  wife  and  the  oldest  of  his 
three  sons  to  be  baptized  into  the  "Mormon" 
Church.  The  other  two  sons  were  only  five  and 
three.  After  the  first  visit  of  the  missionaries  to 
their  home,  Paul  would  have  put  an  end  to  further 
investigation  of  this  unpopular  religion;  but  his 
wife  had  other  views. 

Reita  Van,  small  of  stature,  rather  delicate  due 
to  a  prolonged  hip  ailment,  somewhat  self-willed 
and  possessing  an  abundance  of  talent  in  music 
and  art,  was  reared  in  a  good,  Christian  home.  The 
first  lesson  given  by  the  elders  intrigued  her,  and 
succeeding  lessons  brought  complete  conversion. 

The  months  that  followed  were  difficult  for 
Reita  and  the  boys.  Although  they  were  supremely 
happy  with  their  new  membership  in  the  Church 
and  enjoyed  their  freedom  in  attending  Church 
services  —  Sunday  School,  etc.  —  and  participating 
in  other  branch  activities,  there  was  something 
lacking.  The  boys  often  said,  "If  only  Daddy  would 
go  with  us."  There  were  occasions  when  he  did 
take  them  to  Sunday  School,  but  he  would  never 
attend.  Evening  at  bedtime  found  Reita  and  the 
boys  retiring  to  a  rear  room  in  their  home  where 
they  knelt  reverently  in  prayer. 

Mr.  Van  opened  the  front  door  of  his  home  on 
this  eventful  night,  took  one  step  inside,  closed  the 
door  quietly,  and  stood  in  silence.  The  reverence  of 
the  occasion  demanded  it.  As  he  gazed  upon  his 
little  family  on  bended  knees  with  bowed  heads,  he 
heard  his  name  mentioned.  Something  cut  in  deep, 
and  there  came  with  great  force  to  his  conscious- 
ness the  fact  that  this  was  his  family.    They  be- 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  March  4,  "A  Warning  in  the  Night"; 
for  Course  8,  lesson  of  February  4,  "Abraham,  the  Faithful";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  April  29,  "Four  Miracles";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of 
February  4,  "Faith";  and  for  Course  28,  lessons  of  April  1  and  8, 
"Faith.") 

]The  names  in  this  story  have  been  changed. 


longed  to  him.  Was  he  losing  them?  But  he  ac- 
knowledged nothing  that  night,  remaining  rigid 
and  unbending. 

During  the  rest  of  the  week,  he  was  troubled. 
What  was  happening?  The  impression  came  to  him 
over  and  over  again :  "I  am  losing  my  family.  A 
chasm  is  forming  between  us."  He  was  beginning 
to  wonder  if  this  experience  was  some  providential 
warning. 

Next  Sunday,  as  usual,  he  accompanied  the  boys 
to  Sunday  School.  As  they  reached  the  meeting- 
house, the  boys  were  astonished,  but  elated,  when 
their  father  said,  "I  am  going  in  with  you  today." 
The  investigators'  class  was  well  attended  and  the 
lesson  was  handled  exceptionally  well  by  the 
teacher. 

After  the  class,  Mr.  Van  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion with  two  elders  who  were  present.  He  said  to 
them,  "If  this  thing  you  call  Mormonism  can  do 
what  it  is  doing  to  my  family,  I  am  confident  it  can 
do  something  for  me."  He  then  invited  the  elders 
to  come  to  his  home  and  teach  him  the  Gospel. 

A  few  weeks  later,  he  applied  for  baptism. 
Truly,  the  Lord  had  answered  the  prayers  of  these 
good  people  to  unite  their  family  in  the  Gospel. 

A  year  and  a  half  later,  they  knelt  together  at 
the  altar  in  the  Swiss  Temple  where  Brother  Van 
was  given  the  assurance  and  firm  conviction  that 
these  loved  ones  were  his  for  eternity.  He  was 
deeply  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  silent,  timely 
warning.  — Rulon  J.  Sperry* 

Assigned  by  Inspiration 

A  young  man  came  into  the  Western  States 
Mission  with  a  very  definite  hearing  impairment. 
It  was  only  his  training  and  ability  in  lip  reading 
which  had  enabled  him  to  conceal  this  handicap — 
the  degree  of  which  would  normally  have  disquali- 
fied him  for  foreign  missionary  service — and  to 
pass  his  interviews  and  physical  examination. 

After  my  interview  with  him  immediately  fol- 
lowing his  arrival  in  Denver,  I  learned  that  he  and 
his  family  had  spent  considerable  time  and  money 
with  doctors  and  in  obtaining  a  hearing  aid,  trying 
to  overcome  this  condition,  at  least  enough  to  realize 
the  desire  of  his  heart  to  fill  a  mission  for  the 
Church. 

With  this  disability  in  mind,  it  seemed  wisdom 
to  assign  him  where  I  knew  he  could  get  good 

*  Brother  Sperry  is  a  former  president  of  the  Netherlands  Mission, 
where  this  incident  occurred.  He  is  now  patriarch  of  the  Hillside 
Stake  and  assistant  to  Elder  Gordon  B.  Hinckley  in  the  Church 
Missionary  Department.  He  has  been  a  bishop  and  a  high  councilman, 
and  he  now  serves  two  nights  each  week  as  a  sealer  in  the  temple. 
He  and  his  wife,  Lucy  G.  Sperry,  a  member  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union  Board,  have  a  daughter,  Geraldine  Hammond,  and  a 
son,  Robert  L. 
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medical  care.  Accordingly  he  was  assigned  to  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  was  to  leave  for  his  post  Saturday 
morning.  During  Friday  night,  however,  I  felt 
moved  by  the  Spirit  to  effect  a  change  in  the  trans- 
fer and  to  send  this  elder  to  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Cheyenne,  his  com- 
panion took  him  one  evening  to  call  at  the  home  of 
a  doctor  whom  he  had  baptized  a  couple  of  months 
previously.  The  new  elder  had  left  off  his  hearing 
aid,  so  it  was  not  difficult  for  the  doctor  to  detect 
that  the  young  missionary  was  hard  of  hearing 
and  was  resorting  to  lip  reading.  The  doctor  was 
an  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat  specialist;  and  he 
questioned  the  new  elder  and  invited  him  to  come 
to  his  office  the  next  day  to  have  his  ears  checked. 

The  kind  offer  was  accepted.  After  a  careful 
and  thorough  examination,  the  doctor  found  that 
a  very  serious  condition  existed  which  might  cause 
the  total  loss  of  his  hearing  and  even  endanger  his 
life.  An  operation  was  recommended  immediately. 
The  elder  hesitated  when  thinking  of  the  expense 
of  such  a  procedure,  but  the  doctor  insisted  that 
there  would  be  no  worry  about  this  matter. 

I  was  called  on  the  phone  for  permission,  which 
I  did  not  give  until  we  had  clearance  from  the 
authorities,  from  his  parents,  and  from  their  family 
doctor.  I  had  in  mind  what  came  out  in  the  inter- 
view— that  other  doctors  had  advised  that  nothing 
could  be  done  except  to  keep  infection  out  of  his 
ears.  I  realized  that  this  would  be  a  very  delicate 
operation  requiring  great  skill.  For  this  reason  I 
insisted  that  we  must  know  all  about  this  generous 
man's  training,  qualifications,  and  capabilities.  We 
were  happy  to  learn  that  the  kind  convert-doctor 
had  had  wonderful  training  and  possessed  unusual 
dexterity  in  this  field. 

With  this  assurance  and  upon  receiving  the 
other  clearances,  the  date  was  set  for  the  operation. 
The  parents  came  to  be  with  their  son.  The  night 
before,  the  ward  bishopric  had  administered  to  the 
patient;  and  we  fasted  and  prayed  that  he  might 
be  made  whole. 

For  what  followed  let  me  refer  to  the  elder's 
own  words. 

/  was  on  the  operating  table  for  about  four 
hours.  When  the  doctor  had  finished,  he  came  into 
the  hall  and  told  my  family  that  the  damage  in  my 
inner  ear  was  much  more  extensive  than  he  had 
expected.  He  told  them  he  had  felt  inadequate  to 
do  the  operation  and  the  night  before  had  gone  to 
the  bishop  to  receive  a  special  blessing.  He  said 
that  a  higher  Power  had  guided  him  in  the  opera- 
tion. He  mentioned  that  he  had  never  had  such  a 
feeling  before  in  his  medical  career. 

The  ear  healed  very  rapidly  with  almost  a  com- 
plete restoration  of  my  hearing.  I  do  feel  that  this 
experience  was  a  modern  miracle.  The  sequence 
in  which  everything  took  place  and  the  inspiration 
and  guidance  given  to  those  involved  leave  no  doubt 
in  my  mind.  I  feel  that  I  have  much  to  be  thankful 


for  and  that  I  owe  so  much  to  the  Lord  and  those 
who  were  His  servants.  It  is  wonderful  to  hear 
the  beautiful  music  of  life  again. 

— David  S.  Romney  * 

He  Was  "Warned"  To  Work 

A  young  man  and  his  mother  and  father  were 
converted  and  joined  the  Church  in  Burlington, 
Iowa.  They  were  the  last  of  the  entire  family  to 
join.  Other  members,  scattered  from  Philadelphia 
to  Okinawa,  had  heard  the  message  of  the  Restora- 
tion and  were  converted. 

The  young  boy  immediately  entertained  hopes 
that  he  might  some  day  be  able  to  share  this  new- 
found joy,  as  a  missionary. 

At  a  mission  conference,  this  humble  family 
met  Elder  Spencer  W.  Kimball  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  who  was  the  visiting  authority.  The 
young  man  expressed  a  desire  to  go  on  a  mission, 
but  regretted  that  this  would  not  be  possible  due 
to  the  very  limited  means  of  the  family.  Elder 
Kimball  promised  him  that  if  he  would  work  hard, 
be  faithful,  and  save  as  much  as  possible  of  his 
earnings  from  then  until  he  was  19,  the  way  would 
be  opened  for  him  to  receive  a  mission  call. 

The  lad  was  very  hopeful  and  at  once  set  about 
to  obtain  gainful  employment.  Jobs  were  very 
scarce  in  this  little  railroad  town.  He  canvassed 
every  possible  place  for  work.  The  only  place- 
ment offered  him  was  to  work  in  the  sewer.  This 
he  did  not  want;  the  very  thought  was  repulsive, 
so  he  continued  his  search.  At  long  last  he  said 
to  himself,  "Maybe  the  Lord  is  testing  me  to  see 
if  I  really  do  want  to  fill  a  mission.  Is  my  desire 
strong  enough  to  lower  my  pride  sufficiently  to 
accept  the  only  job  available  and  to  work  in  the 
sewer?" 

Moved  by  this  challenge  to  his  faith,  he  took 
the  job. 

Within  a  very  short  time,  his  employer,  at- 
tracted by  the  determination  of  this  lad  to  do  his 
work  well  and  with  a  purpose,  offered  him  another 
job  with  much  better  pay  and  with  an  atmosphere 
and  surroundings  much  more  to  his  liking.  By  the 
time  he  turned  19,  his  desire  became  a  reality. 
He  received  a  call  to  fill  a  mission.  The  necessary 
arrangements  were  made,  including  the  securing 
of  the  additional  financial  help. 

This  young  man  is  now  sharing  the  Gospel  in 
the  Western  States  Mission.  He  testifies  that  the 
warning  that  he  had  to  do  his  share,  which  moved 
him  to  do  it,  brought  him  the  blessings  of  service 
he  now  enjoys.  — David  S.  Romney. 


*Broth<er  Romney,  former  mayor  of  Ogden,  Utah,  is  prominent 
in  the  business  world,  having  served  in  positions  of  leadership  and 
responsibility  for  several  important  organizations.  He  has  also  given 
a  good  deal  of  time  to  service  groups.  He  served  a  mission  t»o  New 
Zealand,  has  been  bishop  of  Mt.  Ogden  Ward,  president  of  the  Monu- 
ment Park  Stake  high  priests  quorum,  member  of  the  Monument 
Park  Stake  Sunday  School  Board,  and  president  of  the  Western  States 
Mission. 
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SUGGESTED   EASTER  WORSHIP   SERVICES,   SUNDAY.  APRIL  22.   1962 

"I  AM  THE 
RESURRECTION 

Theme : 
'*; .  .  /  Gfm,  the  resurrection,  and  the  life :  .  . 
(John  11:25.) 


FOR  SENIOR 
AND  JUNIOR 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 


Every  officer  and  teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  should  put  forth  a 
special  effort  on  Easter  Sunday  to  make  the  services  and  the  lessons 
particularly  effective.  We  should  be  especially  mindful  of  those  who  come 
but  rarely,  and  reward  them  with  a  worthwhile  experience.  Greeting 
members  and  visitors  as  they  enter  the  classroom  should  be  part  of  our 
responsibility  as  we  represent  Christ  in  teaching  the  Gospel. 


For  the  Senior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening   Hymn:     "Christ  the  Lord  Is 

Risen  Today,"  Hymns  —  Church  of 

Jesus    Christ   of   Latter-day   Saints, 

No.  10. 
Invocation. 
Welcome :    Bishop. 
Sacramental  Hymn:     "While  of  These 

Emblems  We  Partake,"  Hymns,  No. 

217. 
Sacrament  Gem. 
Sacrament. 
Scriptural  Reading    (to  be  given  by  a 

capable  reader)  : 

Jesus  said  .  .  .  I  am  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  the  life:  he  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall 
he  live:  And  whosoever  liveth  and 
believeth  in  me  shall  never  die  ,  .  . 
(John  11:25,  26.) 
Hymn  by  the  Congregation :   "Jesus,  the 


Very  Thought  of  Thee,"  Hymns,  No. 
148. 
Talk:  "...  I  Am  the  Resurrection  and 
the  Life  .  .  ."  (To  be  given  by  an 
adult  who  can  appeal  to  all  age 
levels.) 

I.     The    First    Easter    (consider   the 
following  scriptures  in  sequence)  : 

A.  The  resurrection.  (Mark  16:1; 
Matthew  28:2-4;  Mark  16:2-4; 
Matthew  28:5-7;  John  20:2- 
10.) 

B.  Jesus'  appearance  to  Mary 
Magdalene.  (John  20:11-18.) 

C.  Jesus'  appearance  to  the  wom- 
en. (Matthew  28:8-10.) 

D.  The  soldiers  bribed.  (Matthew 
28:11-15.) 

E.  Jesus'  appearance  to  the  disci- 
ples  on  the  road  to  Emmaus. 

(Luke  24:13-32.) 


Committee  I 

Lorna  C.  Alder, 

David  H.  Yarn,  Jr., 

Clarence  Tyndall, 

Dale  H.  West, 

Edith  B.  Bauer, 

Florence  S.  Allen. 


F.  Jesus'  appearance  to  the  apos- 
tles, Thomas  being  absent. 
(Luke  24:33-48;  John  20:21- 
25.) 

G.  Jesus'  appearance  to  the  apos- 
tles, Thomas  being  present. 
(John  20:26-29.) 

II.   The  Significance  of  Easter. 

A.  The  love  and  mercy  of  God. 

B.  Forgiveness  of  sins. 

C.  Universal  resurrection  from 
the  dead. 

D.  Opportunity  for  continuous 
self- fulfillment. 

Hymn  by  the  Congregation:  "He  is 
Risen,"  Hymns,  No.  61. 

Separation  for  Classes. 

Closing  Hymn:  "I  Know  That  My  Re- 
deemer Lives,"  Hymns,  No.  95. 

Benediction. 


For  the  Junior  Sunday  School 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Hymn:  "I  Thank  "^hee,  Dear 
Father,"  The  Children  Sing,*  No.  1. 

Invocation. 

Welcome :   Member  of  bishop  k. 

Sacramental  Hymn:  "The  Sacrament," 
No.  64. 

Sacrament. 

Hymn  by  the  Children:  "Jesus  Is  Our 
Loving  Friend,"  No.  21. 

Scriptural  Reading  (to  be  given  by  a 
member  of  Course  4  who  has  been  ad- 
vised to  speak  slowly  and  clearly 
enough  to  be  understood  well)  : 

*A11  hymns  for  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
Easter  Worship  Service  are  found  in  The 
Children  Sing. 


Jesus  said  .  .  .  I  am  the  resurrec- 
tion, and  the  life:  he  that  believeth 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall 
he  live.  (John  11:25.) 

Talk:    "What    Easter    Means    To    Us." 

(To  be  given  by  a  capable  teacher  or 

by  the  coord '.v. a  or.) 

Concepts  to  be  de  /eloped : 

A.  We  celebrate  Easter  to  remember 
that  Jesus  died  and  was  resurrect- 
ed. This  means  that  after  He  died, 
He  lived  again. 

B.  He  went  to  live  with  Heavenly 
Father. 

C.  Jesus  was  the  first  person  to  be 
resurrected. 

D.  Because  He  was  resurrected,  we 
too  will  be  resurrected. 


E.  We  are  grateful  that  we  will  live 
again. 

F.  We  show  Jesus  we   are  thankful 
for  what  He  did  for  us  by: 

1.  Being  kind  to  others. 

2.  Helping  others. 

3.  Being  happy. 

4.  Going  to  Sunday  School  and 
sacrament  meeting  to  sing 
songs,  pray,  take  the  sacra- 
ment, listen  to  stories,  and  be 
reverent  in  the   Lord's  house. 

Hymn  by  the  Children:  "Christ,  the 
Lord,  Is  Risen  Today,"  No.  150. 

Separation  for  Classes. 

Closing  Hymn:  "Come,  Follow  Me," 
No.  60. 

Benediction. 
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•  r  •  Eni'Chtn^hall  theBitl  Come. 


Matthew  24:14. 


LATTER-DAY     EVENTS     TO 

PRECEDE     THE 

MILLENNIUM 

SIGNS  IN 
1              THE   HEAVENS 

SIGNS  AMONG 
MEN  GENERALLY 

SIGNS  RELATIVE  TO 
THE  KINGDOM  OF  GOD 

SIGNS  AMONG            1 
THE  JEWS 

Knowledge  to  increase. 
(Daniel  12:4.) 

Wickedness  and  lack  of  faith  to 

abound. 

(Joseph  Smith  1:30.) 

Colonization  of  America. 
(1  Nephi  13:13-15.) 

United  States  Revolution. 
(1  Nephi  13:16-19.) 

Spirit  to  be   poured   out  on   all 

flesh. 

(Joel  2:28,  29; 

Joseph  Smith  2:41.) 

Gospel  to  be  restored. 
(Revelation     14:6,  7.) 
Elijah  to  appear. 
(Malachi  4:5,  6.) 

Increasing  interest  in  genealogy. 
(Malachi  4:5,  6.) 

Gospel    to    be    preached    to    all 

nations. 

(Joseph  Smith  1:31.) 

Fullness  of  the  gentiles  to  come 

in. 

(Joseph  Smith  2:41.) 

Israel    to    be   gathered. 
(Doctrine    and    Covenants    110: 
11.) 

Jews  to  return  to  Palestine. 
(2  Nephi  9:2.) 

Signs  and   wonders   in   heaven. 

|      Sun   to   be  darkened,   moon   to 

fail  to  give  light,  stars  to  fall. 

1      (Joel  2:30,  31; 
S       Luke  21:25; 

Joseph  Smith   1:33.) 

Wars  and  rumors  of  wars. 
(Joseph  Smith    1:28.) 

Famine,    pestilence,    and    earth- 
quake, 
(Joseph  Smith  1:29.) 

Conference    at    Adam-ondi-Ah- 

man. 

(Documentary     History     of     the 

Church  3:386,  387.) 

The  Lord's  face  to  be  unveiled. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:95.) 

Christ  to  appear  in  glory;  wick- 
ed to  be  destroyed  by  burning. 
(Doctrine    and    Covenants  29:9, 
11.) 

Christ  to  appear  in  glory;  right- 
eous  to   be  caught  up   to   meet 
Him.    (Doctrine    and    Covenants 
88:95,  96.) 

Siege    of   Jerusalem.     Christ    to       i 
appear     on     Mount    of    Olives. 
Jews    to    mourn,    accept    Christ.       S 
(Zechariah    13  and  14;   Doctrine        j 
and    Covenants  45:48-53.) 
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Compiled  by  Jay   C.   Colver 


End  of  the  World 


"Everything  is  going  to  be  all 
right,"  the  woman  said  tearfully 
as  I  tried  to  console  her. 

She  had  a  few  days  before  re- 
ceived news  that  brought  a  shock- 
ing disappointment  to  her.  I 
wondered  if  she  would  bear  up 
under  the  blow. 

Then  she  added:  "You  know, 
not  too  long  ago  I  had  another 
bitter  disappointment.  Our  doctor 
then  told  us  one  of  our  children 
had  a  critically  serious  disease. 
At  the  time,  I  thought  the  world 
was  coming  to  an  end  for  us.  But 
somehow  things  have  worked  out. 
They  will  again." 

As  we  continued  to  talk,  I  con- 
cluded that  this  good  w  >man  had 
come  to  accept  disappointment 
with  courage. 

A  Scottish  barrister  with  a 
golden  pen  —  Sir  Walter  Scott  — 
seemed  to  have  learned  to  receive 
disappointment  even  as  a  friend. 
Before  he  was  two,  Scott  was 
stricken  with  a  severe  illness 
which  left  him  lame.  This  must 
have  been  a  distressing  disap- 
pointment to  the  tot's  parents. 

But  for  the  boy  Walter,  his 
lameness  helped  lead  him  into  a 
wonderful  new  world  of  story 
telling.  He  could  not  play  like 
other  boys.  His  parents  sent  him 
to  his  grandfather's  farm  to  re- 
gain his  strength.  There,  day 
after  day,  he  listened  wide-eyed 
to  stories  his  aunt  read  to  him. 

From  that  start,  Scott  became 
an  international  hero  as  a  narra- 

(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  January  21,  "Op- 
portunity," and  lesson  of  February  18,  "Cour- 
age"; and  of  general  interest.) 


tive  poet.  For  years  his  name 
glittered  in  the  glory  of  fame. 

Then,  the  brilliant  works  of  an- 
other poet,  Byron,  began  winning 
the  public's  favor. 

But  Byron's  popularity  was  not 
the  "end  of  the  world"  for  Scott. 
If  it  was  a  disappointment,  Scott 
accepted  it  as  a  friend.  He  turned 
his  pen  to  prose.  And  it  was  his 
resulting  historical  novels — Ivan- 
hoe,  The  Talisman,  and  others  — 
which  won  him  his  crowning  place 
in  literature. 

There  is  a  teen-age  girl1  in  our 
area  who  has  undergone  surgery 
17  times.  One  of  her  operations, 
when  she  was  nine,  was  on  her 
hands,  stiffened  by  a  rare  disease. 
After  surgery,  the  physician  told 
her  mother:  "Keep  her  fingers 
moving."  She  did,  with  the  piano. 
At  17  the  girl  has  just  given  her 
first  public  concert. 

A  construction  worker  I  met 
received  disappointment  in  a  crip- 
pling injury.  He  turned  to  ac- 
counting, opening  before  him  a 
new  world  of  business.  There  is 
a  woman2  who,  with  one  child  and 
another  yet  to  be  born,  lost  her 
husband.  Disappointment  became 
discovery  for  the  new  widow. 
Through  struggle  and  faith,  she 
earned  a  doctorate  and  became 
head  of  a  university  department 
of  home  economics.  This  led  to 
world  travel  to  teach  others. 

Then  there  was  a  World  War  II 
marine  from  Wyoming.3  On  this 
particular  morning  he  was  going 


1Ruth  Romney. 

2Dr.  Virginia  F.  Cutler. 

3Cornelius  (Neil)  Workman. 


SIR  WALTER  SCOTT 

DISAPPOINTMENT 
BECAME     DISCOVERY 


ashore  in  the  invasion  of  Peleliu, 
a  tiny  Pacific  coral  isle.  The  ene- 
my was  ready,  in  Bloody  Nose 
Ridge  caves.  The  zero  moment 
neared  when  some  men  prayed, 
silently,  perhaps,  or  in  low  tones, 
but  fervently.  But  this  marine 
"couldn't  get  in  the  spirit  of  it." 
He  explained:  "I  was  taught  in 
chemistry  class  that  nothing  was 
so  unless  you  could  prove  it,  and 
I  had  no  way  of  proving  God." 

On  the  fifteenth  day  after  in- 
vasion, as  the  Wyoming  marine 
spliced  a  broken  telephone  wire, 
he  was  struck  in  the  leg  by  a 
sniper's  bullet.  Six  days  later,  on 
a  hospital  ship  he  was  told  that 
the  leg  would  be  amputated  next 
day.  The  wounded  man  asked  if 
there  were  any  other  Mormons 
aboard.  Two  were  found,  and  to- 
gether the  three  prayed.  On  the 
morrow  the  leg  came  off  —  no 
doubt  a  painful  disappointment 
to  the  marine. 

Approximately  a  year  later,  he 
rose  to  his  feet,  one  of  them  of 
wood,  in  the  mission  home.  "On 
that  hospital  ship,"  he  said,  "I 
lost  my  leg,  but  I  found  God." 

This  is  a  time  of  the  year  to 
count  blessings.  Perhaps  as  you 
count  yours,  you  may  wish  to 
name  those  which  began  with  a 
disappointment.  The  number  may 
surprise  you.  You  may  even  dis- 
cover that  what  at  the  time 
seemed  like  "the  end  of  the  world" 
actually  was  instead  a  key  —  to 
an  exciting  new  world  of  achieve- 
ment and  happiness  and  faith. 
— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


